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Summary 

• The Spokane Parks Foundation MOU Renewal was presented by Fianna Dickson.  

o This was passed unanimously, with a 5-0 vote. 

 

• The April Financials were presented by Rich Lentz, who reviewed each operating 

division.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spokane Park Board  
Finance Committee Minutes 

3 p.m. Tuesday, April 12, 2026 
WebEx meeting  

Rich Lentz – Parks Finance/Budget Director 

 



MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. by Committee Chair Bob Anderson.  

Action items:  
1.  Spokane Parks Foundation MOU Renewal – Fianna Dickson presented. Parks & Recreation has a 
strong historical relationship with the Spokane Parks Foundation. This MOU serves as a renewal with 
changes that include the following: inclusion of current standard legal MOU template language, 
change of reporting from monthly to semi-annually and upon request, removal of language 
referencing the Riverfront Park Redevelopment Campaign (campaign substantially complete and 
Riverfront fundraising covered under current MOU), and market rate for a Memorial Park Bench. 
These changes were approved by Spokane Parks Foundation legal and board, renewing through 
2029.  
 

Motion 1: Bob Anderson moved to approve the Spokane Parks Foundation MOU Renewal. 
Lindsey Shaw seconded. 
Motion passes unanimously, with 5-0 vote. 
 

Discussion items:  
1.  None 
 
Standing report items:  
1.  April Financials – Rich Lentz presented. 
a) Natural Resources – Revenues are at $590 greater than last year, with expenditures at $64,369 
less than last year. 
b) Riverfront – Revenues are at $109,628 greater than last year, with expenditures at $26,175 less 
than last year.  
c) Recreation – Revenues are at $10,708 greater than last year, with expenditures at $2,433 greater 
than last year.  
d) Park Ops – Revenues are at $1,880 less than last year, with expenditures at $122,435 greater 
than last year.  
e) Parks Fund 1400 – Revenues are at $354,802 greater than last year, with expenditures at 
$112,658 greater than last year.  
f) Golf – Revenues are at $289,454 greater than last year, with expenditures at $42,912 less than last 
year.  
g) Facility Improvement Fee – YTD revenues are at $189,006, with an Ending Fund Balance of about 
$1.3 million.  
h) Tree Equity Spokane – This is a 5-year, $6 million reimbursable grant through the USDA Forest 
Service via the Inflation Reduction Act. This grant is managed by Amber Ramirez, Parks Urban 
Forester, with a subaward granted to the Lands Council ($200k). The funding period is from October 
2024 through October 2029. Data provided will run one month behind to allow for invoices and 
reimbursements. To date, our team has removed 463 dead trees, planted 586 new trees, given away 
2,700 seedlings and pruned 327 trees.   
 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 3:27 p.m.  
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is 3 p.m. June 9, 2026, at the Finch Woodland Center - 
Ponderosa Room and via WebEx. 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 
CITY OF SPOKANE PARKS AND RECREATION 

and 
SPOKANE PARKS FOUNDATION 

 
THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (“MOU”) is made by and 

between the City of Spokane Parks and Recreation Division (“PARKS”), a 
Washington State municipal corporation, located at City Hall, 808 West Spokane 
Falls Boulevard, Spokane, Washington 99201, and the Spokane Parks 
Foundation, (“FOUNDATION”), a non-profit corporation established in 
accordance with RCW 24.03A,  with a mailing address of Post Office Box 8127, 
Spokane, Washington 99203, hereinafter known as the ”Parties”.    

 

WHEREAS, Parks owns, operates, and/or maintains, through its Parks 
and Recreation Division, parks and other recreational and entertainment 
facilities, and operates a variety of related programs and services (“Parks & 
Programs”); and 

 
WHEREAS, Foundation’s purpose is to foster, encourage, and receive 

gifts, legacies, and devises (outright or in trust) to be used to make grants to 
acquire, provide, improve and equip park and recreational facilities for the public 
in Spokane and its adjacent areas within Spokane County; as well as to sponsor, 
assist or cooperate in and provide recreational, athletic, educational and 
scientific programs for the public in said areas; and 

 
WHEREAS, Parks and Foundation desire to set forth their agreement 

regarding the use of funds raised by the Foundation specifically restricted for use 
by Parks to operate the Parks & Programs in the City of Spokane. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of these terms, the parties mutually agree 
as follows: 

 
Section 1. Role of PARKS.  Parks owns, operates and maintains Parks 

& Programs for the benefit of the public and the City of Spokane. Parks will work 
independently, and also with Foundation, to solicit donations, recruit, manage 
and coordinate volunteer services for the Parks & Programs in compliance with 
this MOU and Parks’ policies and project requirements. The parties acknowledge 
Parks may solicit donations, and recruit, manage and coordinate volunteer 
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services to benefit Parks & Programs independent of the oversight and 
fundraising activities of Foundation. For both General and Specific Donations (as 
defined below) Parks will comply with donor intent, as conveyed to Parks by 
Foundation. 

 

Section 2. Role of FOUNDATION.  Foundation will work with Parks to 
solicit donations, recruit, manage and coordinate volunteer services for Parks & 
Programs in compliance with this MOU and Parks' policies and project 
requirements. Foundation will at all times maintain its status as a Washington 
nonprofit corporation exempt from federal income tax pursuant to §501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue code to which contributions are deductible under §§170, 
2055, and 2522 of the Internal Revenue Code. Foundation solicits and receives 
restricted and unrestricted charitable donations from donors. A restricted 
donation is one the donor designates for a specific purpose or project. 
Unrestricted donations are made without restriction and may be used as 
Foundation sees fit consistent with Foundation's tax-exempt purpose. This MOU 
only deals with gifts solicited and received by Foundation that are restricted by 
the donor to be used for Parks & Programs, i.e., restricted donations. Such 
donations are "General Donations" as defined below. A donor may further restrict 
their donation to a particular purpose or project within Parks & Programs, which 
are referred to below as "Specific Donations". Foundation will retain its usual and 
customary administrative fee from donations it receives for Parks & Programs, 
unless another administrative fee is specified in a separate agreement (such as 
a campaign agreement) between Parks and Foundation applicable to the 
donation. 

 
Section 3. Donations.  Pursuant to the terms of this MOU, Parks may 

request, and Foundation may agree, to solicit and collect donations to support, 
enhance and promote Parks & Programs. Donations collected by Foundation are 
either "Specific Donations" or "General Donations" as these terms are defined 
herein. The collection, stewardship and allocation of donations will be carried out 
in a manner specific to the assigned category of each donation. 

 
Section 4. Specific Donations. Specific Donations are donations Parks 

requests Foundation to solicit and receive for specific programs or projects. If 
Foundation agrees to collect donations for a specific project or program, Parks 
and Foundation shall enter into a named agreement (such as a campaign 
agreement or community sponsored project within a City park), which details the 
project(s) or program(s) that benefit from such donations, the method and term of 
soliciting and collecting the donations, the stewardship and allocation of the 
donations, and Foundation's fee for providing its services. As of the Effective Date, 
Parks and Foundation are parties to an on-going agreement for Specific Donations 
for: 

 
o The City of Spokane Memorial Bench Project Agreement as set 

forth in Attachment B, attached to this MOU.  
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Section 5. General Donations.  General Donations are donations to 
Foundation the donor designates for Parks & Programs that are not Specific 
Donations, i.e., are not solicited and received pursuant to a separate 
agreement as provided in section 4 above. A donor of a General Donation 
may, but need not, designate their donation to be used for a specific program 
or project within Parks & Programs. Without prior approval by Parks, 
Foundation may recruit, manage and coordinate volunteer services in 
connection with the solicitation and collection of General Donations, so long as 
such activities are at no cost to Parks. Upon request of Parks, Foundation will 
release General Donations to Parks, less the administrative fee retained by 
Foundation. Parks shall determine, subject to complying with donor intent, how 
to spend General Donations on Parks & Programs consistent with Parks' master 
plan. 

 
Section 6. Collaboration and Information Sharing.  To carry-out the 

terms of this MOU, the parties agree to the following terms regarding 
collaboration and information sharing: 

 
A. Pursuant to the bylaws of Foundation, a current member of the 

Park Board of the City of Spokane is appointed to Foundation's governing 
board. Furthermore, a representative of Foundation is invited to attend all 
meetings of the Park Board. This process enables the sharing of information 
relating to solicitation, receipt and expenditure of General and Specific 
Donations. 

 
B. Semi-annually Foundation will (i) share its financial statements 

and minutes of its board meetings with Parks, except for minutes taken during 
executive sessions, and (ii) provide Parks with an accounting of General 
Donations. Foundation will provide this information to the member of the Park 
Board serving on the Foundation's governing board. 

 
C. Upon request of Foundation, Parks shall timely provide Foundation 

with Parks' (i) strategic and/or master plan(s) for Parks & Programs, and all 
amendments and revisions to such plans, and (ii) Parks policies and project 
requirements applicable to Foundation's role under this MOU. 

 
D. If Parks requests Foundation to raise Specific Donations for a 

capital project, Parks shall provide Foundation with all material information 

pertaining to construction, maintenance and operation of the capital project, 
including requirements, restrictions, projected costs and timelines, additional 
funding sources, and a funding plan. If Foundation elects to engage in fundraising 
for the proposed capital project, the parties will negotiate a separate agreement 
setting forth the terms under which Foundation will participate in raising money 
for the project. 
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E. Parks may, but is not required to, notify Foundation of other 
organizations that plan to undertake events or activities intended to assist and 

improve Parks & Programs. Parks may, but is not required to, require such other 

organizations to collaborate with Foundation on any events or activities that are 

primarily intended to benefit Parks & Programs. 

 
F. Parks may, but is not required to, provide, at no cost to Foundation, 

Foundation access, to Parks' parks and recreation facilities for Foundation fund 
raising purposes intended to benefit Parks & Programs. 

 
G. At the discretion of the Director of the Parks and Recreation 

Division, and consistent with state and federal law, Parks may, but is not required 

to, assist Foundation with Foundation activities intended to benefit Parks & 

Programs. Such activities include, but are not limited to, tours of City parks, 

coordination of volunteers to clean up City parks, and events intended to create 

awareness of Foundation and its role in supporting Parks & Programs (pop-up 

events). 

 

H. Parks may, but is not required to, notify Foundation and provide 
Foundation with information necessary to determine the best methods for 
securing the donations when Parks becomes aware of donations, actual or 
potential, intended to benefit Parks & Programs. Parks and Foundation may 
collaborate in pursuing such donations to maximize the benefit to Parks & 
Programs. 

 
I. When promoting Parks & Programs, Foundation shall comply with 

Parks’ communications/social media policy, and Park's naming policy, as both 
may be amended from time to time. 

 
J. Parks will recognize gifts received from or through Foundation in 

Parks’ annual report. 
 
Section 7. Notice of Non-Compliance.  In the event of non-compliance 

with any provision of this MOU, the non-breaching party shall notify the other party 
in writing of the event or practice the non-breaching party believes does not 
comply with this MOU. The other party shall, within 15 days from receipt of the 
notice of non-compliance, either correct the non-compliance or show cause to 

the non-breaching party that the other party is in compliance. In the event the 
allegedly breaching party fails to comply within this time period, the non-
breaching party may, at its option, terminate this MOU by providing written notice 
of such termination to the breaching party. 

 
o In the event of termination under this Section 7, 

Foundation shall provide Parks with an accounting of all 
funds held by Foundation, including any Specific or 
General Donations held by Foundation. Any agreement for 
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Specific Donations shall survive the termination of this 
MOU as consistent with the terms of such agreement. 
General Donations will be disbursed pursuant to Section 5 
of this MOU. 
 

Section 8. Term and Termination.  This MOU shall become effective 
upon execution by both parties and shall terminate on December 31, 2029, 
unless it is earlier terminated. This MOU may be terminated by either party, 
without cause, on at least thirty (30) days prior written notice. In the event of 
termination, the parties shall have the same obligations as set forth above in 
Section 7. 

 
Section 9. Modification.  Should either party wish to modify this 

MOU, either during the current year or any subsequent extensions, the party 
desiring the modification shall submit the proposed changes for review by the 
other party. Only written approval of such proposed changes shall alter or modify 
this MOU. The party reviewing the requested changes shall either approve or 
reject the changes within ten (10) days. Either party may, at any time, call the 
other party to discuss alteration and/or review this MOU. 
 

Section 10. Ownership/Use after Project Completion.  All Parks & 
Programs projects funded with donations raised by Foundation will be owned and 
maintained by Parks and used according to Parks’ policies. 

 
Section 11. Assignment.  Neither party may assign, transfer, or 

subcontract, in whole or in part, its interest in this MOU without the prior written 
consent of the other party. 

 
Section 12. Anti-Kickback.  No officer or employee of Parks or 

Foundation, having the power or duty to perform an official act or action related 
to this MOU shall have or acquire any interest in this MOU. 

 
Section 13. Indemnification.  Each party shall be responsible for all 

acts and omissions of its staff, employees, officers, agents and independent 
contractors. Each party shall defend and hold harmless the other party from 
all claims, damages, and liability of any kind arising from third party claims 
resulting from any breach of a parties' staff, employees, officers, agents and 
independent contractor's obligations of confidentiality under this MOU. 

 
Section 14. Nondiscrimination.  No individual shall be excluded from 

participation in, denied the benefit of, subjected to discrimination under, or 
denied employment in the administration of or in connection with this MOU 
because of age, sex, race, color, religion, creed, marital status, familial status, 
sexual orientation, national origin, honorably discharged veteran or military 
status, the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability, or use of a 
service animal by a person with disabilities. 
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Section 15. Entire Agreement.  This MOU and its appendices 

represent the entire agreement of the Parties with respect to the matters 
specified herein.  

 

Section 16. Governing Law and Venue.  This MOU shall be governed 
by and construed under and in accordance with the laws of the State of 
Washington. Venue for any actions arising under this MOU shall be in the County 
of Spokane, Washington. 

 

Section 17. Severability.  Any provision of the MOU which is 
prohibited or unenforceable shall be ineffective only to the extent of the 
prohibition or unenforceability without invalidating the remaining provisions 
thereof. 

 

Section 18. Attorney’s Fees.  In the event of litigation or arbitration 
over the terms or performance of this MOU, the prevailing party shall be entitled 
to reasonable attorney’s fees and costs. 

 
Section 19.  Mediation.  Should any dispute arise out of or related to this 

MOU or its performance by the parties, the parties shall meet in mediation and 
attempt to reach a resolution with the assistance of a mutually acceptable 
mediator. The parties shall select a mediator within ten (10) days of the notice by 
a party to mediate a claim. Mediation shall be concluded within sixty (60) days of 
the notice to mediate being made unless extended by the parties by mutual 
agreement. Neither party shall be permitted to file legal action without first 
meeting in mediation and making a good faith attempt to reach a mediated 
resolution of the claim(s). The costs of mediation shall be paid equally by the 
parties. If a mediated settlement is reached neither party shall be deemed the 
prevailing party for purposes of obtaining attorney’s fees and legal costs. 

 
Section 20. Contact Information. Representatives and their contact 

information, for each party, are as follows: 
For the City’s Parks and Recreation Division contact:   
Garrett Jones, Director 
808 W. Spokane Falls Boulevard 
Spokane, WA 99201 

 gjones@spokanecity.org 
 
With a copy to: 
 City of Spokane, Legal Department   

Attn: Megan Kapaun, Assistant City Attorney 
808 W. Spokane Falls Boulevard 
Spokane, WA 99201  
mkapaun@spokanecity.org 
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For the Spokane Parks Foundation contact: 

Spokane Parks Foundation  

Attention: Executive Director 

P.O. Box 8127 

Spokane, Washington 99203 

yvonne@spokaneparksfoundation.org  
 

Section 21. Assignment and Delegation. No party may assign its 
rights or delegate its duties created under this MOU without the party’s prior 
written consent, which may not be unreasonably withheld. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, in consideration of the terms, conditions, and 
covenants contained or attached and incorporated and made a part of this 
Agreement, the parties have executed this Memorandum of Understanding by having 
legally binding representatives affix their signature below. 

 
SPOKANE PARKS FOUNDATION CITY OF SPOKANE 
   PARKS AND RECREATION (PARKS) 
 
 
By_____________________________  By______________________________ 
Signature   Date  Signature   Date 
 
_______________________________  _________________________________ 
Type or Print Name    Type or Print Name 
 
_______________________________  _________________________________ 
Title      Title 
 
Attest:  Approved as to form: 
 
 
 
__________________________________  _________________________________ 
City Clerk  Assistant City Attorney 

 
Attachments that are part of this Agreement: 
 
Attachment A – Certificate Regarding Debarment 
Attachment B – City of Spokane Memorial Bench Project Agreement 
 

M26-150 

 
 
 
 

mailto:yvonne@spokaneparksfoundation.org
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION,  

INELIGIBILITY AND VOLUNTARY EXCLUSION 

 

1. The undersigned (i.e., signatory for the Subrecipient / Contractor / Consultant) certifies, to the best of its knowledge and 

belief, that it and its principals: 

 

a. Are not presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded 

from covered transactions by any federal department or agency; 

b. Have not within a three-year period preceding this contract been convicted or had a civil judgment rendered 

against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain, 

or performing a public (federal, state, or local) transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of 

federal or state antitrust statutes or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or 

destruction of records, making false statements, tax evasion, receiving stolen property, making false claims, or 

obstruction of justice; 

c. Are not presently indicted or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a government entity (federal, state, or 

local) with commission of any of the offenses enumerated in paragraph (1)(b) of this certification; and,  

d. Have not within a three-year period preceding this contract had one or more public transactions (federal, state, 

or local) terminated for cause or default. 

 

2. The undersigned agrees by signing this contract that it shall not knowingly enter into any lower tier covered transaction 

with a person who is debarred, suspended, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from participation in this covered 

transaction.  

 

3.  The undersigned further agrees by signing this contract that it will include the following clause, without modification, in 

all lower tier covered transactions and in all solicitations for lower tier covered transactions: 

 

Certification Regarding Debarment, Suspension, Ineligibility and Voluntary Exclusion – Lower Tier Covered 

Transactions 

 

1. The lower tier contractor certified, by signing this contract that neither it nor its principals is presently 

debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from 

participation in this transaction by any federal department or agency. 

 

2. Where the lower tier contractor is unable to certify to any of the statements in this contract, such 

contractor shall attach an explanation to this contract. 

  

4. I understand that a false statement of this certification may be grounds for termination of the contract.  

 

 

 

  

Name of Subrecipient / Contractor / Consultant (Type or Print) 

 

 

  

Program Title (Type or Print) 

 

 

  

Name of Certifying Official (Type or Print) 

  

  

Title of Certifying Official (Type or Print) 

 

 

  

Signature  

 

  

Date (Type or Print) 
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

 
 

City of Spokane Memorial Bench Program 
 

The City of Spokane Parks and Recreation Division has transitioned their memorial bench 
program to the Spokane Parks Foundation for management and stewardship.  As such, 
the Spokane Parks Foundation will take on the following responsibilities: 
 
1. Accept a minimum donation of $10,000 per memorial bench. This donation 

amount includes the cost of a standard bench, site prep, installation and 
future repairs, as well as Foundation’s administrative fee and the cost of the 
recognition plaque. 

2. Work with the donor to receive the donation and complete the Memorial Bench 
Donation Form. 

3. Determine donor wishes for bench location and text for recognition plaque. 
4. Request approval from the City on site location and plaque text. 
5. Work with an engraver and the donor to finalize the recognition plaque. 
6. Provide the recognition plaque to the City for installation. 
7. From each donation Foundation will retain 10% as its administrative fee, and will 

purchase the recognition plaque. Remaining funds will be placed in a 
designated account; the Memorial Bench Program fund. Upon receipt of 
appropriate invoices, Foundation will reimburse the City of Spokane Parks and 
Recreation Division from the Memorial Bench Program fund the cost of the bench, 
site preparation and installation. Funds remaining after paying these expenses, if 
any, will be retained in the Memorial Bench Program account to be used for bench 
repairs. Foundation will have no liability to pay for bench repairs beyond funds in 
the Memorial Bench Program account. 

8. SPF will report to the City the account balance in the Memorial Bench Program 
fund once per quarter.  This account reporting will be done at the same time that 
SPF reports its other financial reports to the City and Park Board. 

 
 The City of Spokane agrees to: 
  
1. Provide a master list of available bench sites throughout the park system 
2. Install approved memorial benches and recognition plaques 
3. Invoice the Foundation for any expenses associated with bench purchase, site 

prep, installation, and future repairs. 



Return to Minutes
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