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Summary 

 

 

• The Dedicating West Canyon Drive as a public road/ Indian Canyon Park & Indian Canyon 
Golf Course was presented by Nick Hamad.  

o The motion was passed unanimously. This will be presented to Park Board as a 
consent agenda item.  

 

• The November Financials were presented by Mark Buening who reviewed each operating 
division.  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is 3 p.m. Jan. 10, 2023, Tribal conference room, first floor lobby 
of City Hall, and virtually via WebEx. 
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Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 3:02 p.m. by committee chair Bob Anderson. 

Action items: 
1. Dedicating West Canyon Drive as a public road/ Indian Canyon Park & Indian Canyon Golf Course 
– Nick Hamad presented. West Canyon Drive is a county road outside of City limits which is located 
behind Indian Canyon Golf course, connecting to Government Way up to Assembly and eventually, 
Sunset Highway. This road is near the end of its life, is currently in poor condition and can no longer 
be safely maintained. For this reason, it was closed in November. Before the closure, this road was 
primarily by the public for transportation purposes. It also provides access to the Indian Canyon Golf 
Course maintenance shop. Parks has never maintained public streets inside or outside of the city, 
and Canyon Drive is functioning as a public county road. Parks has never maintained Canyon Drive. 
Currently, there is no existing record of the roadway ever being dedicated as ‘Right-of-Way’, or as a 
public roadway. A dedication is required to reflect current use and provide opportunity for proper 
maintenance. The resolution is non-binding and if accepted by Park Board expresses Park Board 
intent that West Canyon Drive from the intersection of West Bonnie to the intersection of West 
Greenwood Boulevard be dedicated as a public roadway to Spokane County. Since the road is in the 
County, Spokane County is the appropriate authority having jurisdiction, not Spokane City. The 
resolution further resolves that the Parks Director and appropriate Parks staff are authorized to work 
with Spokane County staff to perfect the dedication of West Canyon Drive to Spokane County as a 
public roadway. Since the resolution is non-binding, additional process is required to apply for the 
roadway to be dedicated, and the county must accept the public roadway. It is possible that the 
County may decline accepting the roadway. If the resolution is approved, Garrett Jones, Nick Hamad 
and the Public Works Director would take this to City Council and request their endorsement for the 
dedication. Parks would then follow the typical process for dedicating public roadway in Spokane 
County, ultimately asking the county commissioners to accept the dedication. This process allows for 
adequate review and input by the County, City, and general public regarding this issue. The outcome 
of this process will ultimately determine which entity – City Parks, City Streets, County Roads is 
responsible for maintaining the roadway.

Motion 1: Bob Anderson moved to approve the proposed Dedicating West Canyon Drive as a public 

road/ Indian Canyon Park & Indian Canyon Golf Course. 

Nick Sumner seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously (4-0 vote). 

Discussion items: 
1. No discussion items were presented.

Standing report items: 
1. November Financials – Mark Buening presented an overview of the November financials. All 
revenues are higher, but expenditures are higher, as well. 1) Natural Resources – Revenues are 
about $53,000 less than last year, mostly due to a grant from a city agency for tree replacement last 
year. Expenditures are higher due to benefits, salaries, and wages. Services and charges, typically 
related to activity, also factor into this. Overall expenditures over revenues are about $800,000, an 
increase of about $300,000. 2) Recreation – Revenues are about $362,000 more than last year. 
Expenditures are about $500,000 more than last year. Overall expenditures over revenues are about
$2.3 million this year, compared to about $2.2 million last year. 3) Riverfront Park – Revenues are 
about $820,000 greater than last year. Expenditures are about $584,000 more than last year. Overall



expenditures over revenues are about $633,000, an improvement of about $237,000 over last year. 
4) Park Ops – Revenues are about $40,000 less than last year. Expenditures are about $340,000
more than last year. Overall expenditures over revenues are about $4.1 million, compared to about
$3.8 million last year - this is a difference of about $380,000. 5) Admin – Revenues are about
$645,000 more than last year. Overall operating expenditures are about $747,000 more than last
year. Interfund transfer was about $1.25 million. Overall revenues over expenditures are about
$100,000 less than last year when factoring out the interfund transfer. 6) Capital – There are
substantially fewer capital expenditures coming out of 1400 compared to last year. Expenditures are
about $500,000 less than last year. Much of the capital has been shifted over to 1950. 7) 1400 –
Revenues are about $1.8 million more than last year. Operating expenditures are about $2.5 million
more than last year. About $1.4 million has been expended for salaries and benefits. Contract
services are about $200,000 higher. Landscaping costs are about $54,000 higher. Operating rentals
are about $68,000 higher. Fuel is about $50,000 higher. Fleet costs are about $50,000 less than last
year. All utilities are about $100,000 less than last year. Water expenses are about $205,000 less
than last year. Interfund payments are higher than last year, as well as supply costs. Revenues over
expenditures are about $235,000. Fund balance reserves are about $2.3 million. 8) Golf – Without the
Facility Improvement Fee, total revenues are about $322,000 more than last year. Operating
expenditures are about $78,000 more than last year. Capital outlay costs are about $400,000 more
than last year related to roof replacement, and maintenance projects at the golf courses. Revenues
over expenditures are about $970,000, this is about $153,000 less than last year. YTD cash balance
is about $1 million. Facility Improvement Fee YTD revenues are about $796,000. There is one
booked Debt Service payment of about $268,000. The Facility Improvement Fee balance is about
$2.3 million. 9) 1950 – Mr. Buening presented a spreadsheet which detailed further information on
Fund 1950.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 4:03 p.m. 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is 3 p.m. Jan. 10, 2023, Tribal conference room, first floor lobby 
of City Hall, and virtually via WebEx. 
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Resolution #__________ 

CITY OF SPOKANE 
PARK BOARD RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION expressing intent to dedicate West Canyon Drive as Public Roadway  

WHEREAS, the City of Spokane owns and operates 3,900+ acres of parks, natural 
lands, and golf courses within and outside of the City of Spokane; and 

WHEREAS, the City, through its Park Board lays out, establishes, procures, 
purchases, accepts, and cares, manages controls and improvements of, all parks and 
grounds used for park purposes, all boulevards and parkways, and connecting parks and 
structures thereon located both within and outside of the City of Spokane; and 

WHEREAS, the City, through its Street Maintenance Division, is responsible for 
cleaning, repairing and performing preventative maintenance to public streets located within 
the City of Spokane; and 

WHEREAS, according to historical property acquisition records held within the Parks 
Division, the City acquired the land upon which Canyon Drive is improved in several individual 
purchases between 1913 and 1930 for use as a golf course and park; and 

WHEREAS, according to survey records dated to 1930 & 1932 and held within the 
Parks Division, together with photographs from the Museum of Arts and Culture and articles 
from the Spokesman Review, Canyon Drive has been was conceived as early as 1912 and 
was documented as an improved public road since at least the 1921; and 

WHEREAS, park records indicate Canyon Drive had been improved for use as a public 
roadway prior to the City’s acquisition of the land and improvement of the Indian Canyon Golf 
Course; and 

WHEREAS, according to current property maps, Canyon Drive separates the Indian 
Canyon Golf Course from the Indian Canyon Natural Land, both of which are City owned park 
lands; and 

WHEREAS, Spokane County records indicate the entirety of West Canyon Drive 
roadway improvements are located within Spokane County, outside the jurisdiction of the City 
of Spokane Street Maintenance Division; and 

WHEREAS, at no point during the City’s ownership of the land upon which Canyon 
Drive is improved has the City Parks Division conducted routine or preventative maintenance, 
repaired, or improved West Canyon Drive, and West Canyon Drive lies outside the City’s 
boundaries; and 
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WHEREAS, the City Parks Division lacks the ability and authorization to maintain, 
repair, and improve public roadways now or in the foreseeable future; and 

WHEREAS, Spokane County Roads Department is the appropriate entity responsible 
for cleaning, repairing and performing preventative maintenance to public streets located in 
Spokane County; and 

WHEREAS, the condition of the Canyon Drive roadway surface improvements are 
nearing the end of their life-cycle and require increased repair and or replacement to continue 
public service; and 

WHEREAS, due to the rapidly deteriorating condition of the road surface and forecast 
winter weather conditions, Spokane County Public Works temporarily closed the roadway on 
November 29th, 2022; and 

WHEREAS, despite serving as a public roadway, County records list Canyon Drive as 
a private roadway and no records have been found which indicate Canyon Drive has been 
officially dedicated as public right of way; and 

WHEREAS, updating the mapping and ownership in and around Canyon Drive to 
accurately reflect its use as a public roadway is required to accurately reflect the historical 
and current use of West Canyon Drive; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Park Board that West Canyon Drive from the intersection of 
West Bonnie to the intersection of West Greenwood Boulevard should be dedicated to 
Spokane County as a public roadway as the appropriate authority having jurisdiction; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Parks Director and appropriate Parks staff are 
authorized to work with Spokane County staff to perfect the dedication of West Canyon Drive 
to Spokane County as a public roadway. 
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ADOPTED BY THE PARK BOARD ON _______________________________ 

______________________________ 
Park Board President 

Attest: Approved as to form: 

______________________________  ______________________________ 
City Clerk Assistant City Attorney 
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