
    

 

Committee members 
X Bob Anderson – Chair 
X Greta Gilman 
    Gerry Sperling (Absent/excused) 
X  Nick Sumner 

Additional Park Board 
members 
Jennifer Ogden  
 
Parks staff 
Garrett Jones 
Mark Buening 
Jason Conley 
Fianna Dickson 
Nick Hamad 
Jonathan Moog 
Mark Poirier 
Pamela Clarke 
 
 

 

Summary 

 

• The committee approved to recommend the Park Board accept the Sponsorship naming 
opportunities proposal. 

o The motion passed with unanimous consent. This will be presented to Park Board as a 
regular agenda item.  

 
• Garrett Jones presented the Sports Fields Improvement Fee. 

 
• Jason Conley and Mark Buening presented the Dwight Merkel synthetic fields construction and 

financing contract. 
 

• The March financials were presented by Mark Buening who reviewed each operating division. 
 

 

 

 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is 3 p.m. May 10, 2022, via WebEx. 

Spokane Park Board  
Finance Committee Minutes 

3 p.m. Tuesday, April 12, 2022 
WebEx meeting  

Mark Buening – Parks Finance/Budget Director 

 



Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 3:02 p.m. by committee chair Bob Anderson. 

Committee chair Bob Anderson appointed Jennifer Ogden as a voting member of the committee in 
lieu of Gerry Sperling’s absence. 

Action items: 
1. Sponsorship naming opportunities – Fianna Dickson presented this item, which consisted of the

following: 
• Overview

o This list is meant to identify all of the Park assets available for naming sponsorship:
Places, programs, projects and equipment.

o Not all would be named but gives a list of options. Naming of places and features would
follow the Sponsorship, Naming and Donation policy (updated 2017).

• Naming of a Park, Facility or Feature
o Policy relates to naming parks, facilities, and features (i.e., “Acme Park,” “Acme Field,”

or “Acme Fountain”). City Charter, Section 48, Park Board may designate by name any
park and structures thereon.

o Policy does not relate to naming of an event, program, or project (i.e., “Acme Skate
Night,” or “Acme Softball Tournament”).

o Criteria and process for naming are outlined.
o Park Board approval required when assets have a contract dollar value: $20,000 and/or

5 years in duration.
o Any place that is already named would not be available, unless Park Board desires to

rename it.
• Possible Next Steps

o If a list is approved by the Park Board, a staff team would take the following next steps:
1) Determine what assets make sense to coordinate in-house, and which are best
suited for a professional consultant; and 2) Draft a Request for Proposals (or similar)
for a professional consultant (provide expertise around pricing, structure, and
approach, build and sell packages, solicit potential sponsors on our behalf, with
expectations and parameters to be determined).

Motion 1: Bob Anderson moved to recommend the Park Board accept the Sponsorship naming 
opportunities. 
Greta Gilman seconded. 
The motion passed with unanimous consent (4-0 vote). 

Discussion items: 
1. Sports Fields Improvement Fee – Garrett Jones started this presentation. This is a user fee
dedicated to the improvement of the facility, beginning in 2023. Parks will split it three ways: 1)
$45,000-$50,000 of the revenue base would go into debt replacement. 2) Building in another third
with the recreation operating budget, which is a part of the 2023 budget program. 3) Another third
would come out of the Capital Improvement Program.
The interest rate has been locked, and there is a variable payback schedule but the seven-year
amortization is preferred by the department staff.

2. Dwight Merkel synthetic fields construction and financing contract – Jason Conley gave an
overview of the contract. The turf at Merkel (a bond project) must be replaced, due to frequent usage.
Though Parks has set aside money for turf replacement, they still lack fund for the full replacement



cost. Parks has considered two options to finance the turf replacement: 1) A loan from the city, 
through the SIP program. This would require council approval. This would require the investment 
portfolio to be refinanced every five years, which would cause an increase in the interest rate. 2)  A 
loan from Huntington Bank, as they have a department specializing in turf replacement. The length of 
the loan payback can vary, as well as the interest rate, depending on the payback period. To pay 
back the loan, Parks has created a user fee for field usage which will be allocated to a special 
account designated to pay back the loan. Once the loan is paid, Parks would continue to collect user 
fees for the purpose of future turf replacement.  
Mark Buening shared a spreadsheet which provided an overview of financing. Payments would be 
managed over a seven-year term. A close estimate of the total cost for the project is about $1.2 
million. Two financing scenarios were presented: 1) The first includes a down payment of $220,000, 
resulting in a financed amount of $980,000. Annual payments would total about $168,000 for the 
seven-year period. 2) A minimum down payment of $120,000, resulting a financed amount of about 
$1.08 million. Annual payments would total about $185,160.  
Currently, Parks has designated scenario 1 as the most manageable option.  

Standing report items: 
1. March financials – Mark Buening presented an overview of the March financials. Overall report 
shows higher revenues due to increased activity and higher expenditures resulting from maintenance 
and overall inflation, particularly in the case of utilities. 1) Natural Resources – Revenues have 
remained close to the same as last year, with about a $4,000 difference. Overall expenditures are 
higher, with higher temp seasonal costs reflective of greater activity. Salaries, benefits, and services 
and charges are higher, due to equipment and contracting costs. The overall level of subsidy is about
$78,000 higher than last year. 2) Recreation – Revenues are about $85,000 more than last year. 
Expenditures over revenues are about $61,000 more than last year, due to supplies, services and 
charges and temp seasonal hires.  3) Riverfront Park – Revenues are about $118,000 greater than 
last year. Overall level of subsidy is about $16,000 less than last year. Inflation has impacted the 
budget, but Parks anticipates higher revenues in 2022 to serve as a buffer. 4) Park Ops – Revenues 
are about $8,000 less than last year. There are fewer expenditures in salaries, wages, and benefits, 
but there have increases in supplies, services and charges, and equipment for grounds maintenance. 
Overall expenditures over revenues are about $58,000 higher than last year. 5) Admin – Overall 
revenues are about $330,000 higher. Overall revenues over expenditures are about $192,000 more 
than last year. 6) Capital – Expenditures are about $28,000 more than last year. 7) 1400 – Revenues 
are $522,000 more than last year. Expenditures are about $511,000 more than last year. Overall 
revenues over expenditures are about $38,000 higher than last year. Fund balance reserves are 
about $3.7 million. Parks has made a $1.3 million transfer to Fund 1950 for capital projects and 
capital replacement, which will reflect in next months financial report. 8) Golf – Without the Facility 
Improvement Fee, revenues are about $1,600 more than last year, and expenditures are about
$32,000 less than last year. Year-to-date cash balance for the Facility Improvement Fee is about $1.8 
million. 9) 1950 – Mr. Buening presented a spreadsheet which provided an overview of Fund 1950. 
Next month will show the $1.3 million increase from the 1400 transfer. The Bond Fund has a $90,000 
balance remaining.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 3:51 p.m. 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is 3 p.m. May 10, 2022, via WebEx. 
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Potential Assets 
Available for Naming 

Sponsorships
Finance Committee, April 2022



Overview
 This list is meant to identify all of the Park assets

available for naming sponsorship
 Places

 Programs

 Projects

 Equipment

 Not all would be named, but gives us a list of options
 Naming of places and features would follow the

Sponsorship, Naming, and Donation policy (updated
2017)



Naming of a Park, Facility, or Feature

 Policy relates to naming parks, facilities, and features (i.e. “Acme Park”
“Acme Field” or “Acme Fountain”)

 City Charter, Section 48, Park Board may designate by name any park
and structures thereon

 Policy does not relate to naming of an event, program, or project (i.e.
“Acme Skate Night” or “Acme Softball Tournament”)

 Criteria and process for naming are outlined

 Park Board approval required when assets have a contract dollar value
>$20,000 and/or >5 years in duration

 Any place that is already named would not be available, unless Park Board
desires to re-name it.



Possible Next Steps

 If a list is approved by the Park Board, a staff team would take the
following next steps:

 Determine what assets make sense to coordinate in-house, and which
are best suited for a professional consultant

 Draft a Request for Proposals (or similar) for a professional consultant

 provide expertise around pricing, structure, and approach

 build & sell packages

 solicit potential sponsors on our behalf

 (expectations and parameters to be determined)



Questions?
Thank you



Potential Parks & Recreation Assets 
Available for Naming Sponsorship 

Updated: March 9, 2022 

Overview 
• This list is meant to identify all of the places and programs available for naming sponsorship.
• Any place that is already named would not be available, unless Park Board desires to re-name it.
• If the list is approved by the Park Board, a staff team would take the following next steps:

o Determine what assets make sense to coordinate in-house, and which are best suited
for a professional sponsorship sales consultant (or similar)

o Draft a Request for Proposals (or similar) for a professional consultant to build and sell
packages, soliciting potential sponsors on our behalf, and providing expertise around
pricing, structure, and approach (expectations and parameters to be determined)

• Policy reference: Sponsorship, donations, and naming policy (updated 2017)
• Agreement references: MOU with Spokane Parks Foundation for the Campaign for Riverfront

Spokane (expires Nov. 2022). Numerica Skate Ribbon & SkyRide naming agreement.

Places 
Sports fields or courts 

• Soccer
• Football
• Softball/Baseball
• Tennis/Pickleball
• Futsal
• Basketball (those not sponsored by Hooptown USA)

Facilities within parks 
• Pools
• Splash pads
• Ponds
• Bridges
• Picnic shelters
• Benches/tables
• Drinking fountains
• Community gardens or flowerbeds
• Playgrounds
• Pathways
• Pavers
• Meadows
• Trails and trailheads



Specialty parks 
• Skate parks
• Dog parks
• Disc golf and youth disc golf courses

Specific assets in parks 
• Finch Arboretum conference rooms inside the Woodland Center
• Corbin Art Center classrooms or porch
• Shadle Park performance stage
• Redband Park river put-in
• Manito Park loop drive
• Merkel RV lot
• Merkel BMX track
• Merkel Synthetic Turf Fields
• Camp Sekani parking area

Park Operations 
• Complex
• Conference rooms

Golf 
• Courses (course would maintain the name, but add after name, “Presented by”)
• Patios
• Pavers
• Sponsor items could include flags, sticks, tee markers, range balls/targets, score cards

Riverfront Park 
*Indicates Park Board has already approved naming (2019)

• U.S. Pavilion*
• U.S. Pavilion conference rooms* (1 SkyRoom, 2 meeting rooms) (Family name only)
• U.S. Pavilion terraced seating* (10) (Family name only)
• Numerica Skate Ribbon party room* (Family name only)
• Looff Carrousel animals* (54) (adoption recognition only, not naming of animals)
• Looff Carrousel party rooms* (4) (Family name only) & patio
• Boardwalks at Red Wagon Meadow or Looff Carrousel
• Clock tower stairwell & observation deck
• Dog park*
• Plazas & overlooks
• Picnic shelters* (North, Post St.)
• Meadows
• Bridges
• Butterfly*



• Engraved pavers & fence tags*
• Art markers

Programs, Projects & Equipment 
Recreation 

• Scholarship program
• Category sponsor, like Outdoor, Wellness & Enrichment, etc.
• Program sponsor, like Mobile Rec, TRS Powderhounds, youth golf, open gym volleyball, etc.
• Leagues or tournaments, like e-sports or adult athletics
• Winter grooming
• Aquatics swimming lessons, lifeguard training, free swim days
• Aquatics events like family nights or Youth Fishing Frenzy
• Adaptive equipment
• Outdoor recreation equipment (SUPs) & trailers (SUP, wine tour, kayak)
• Aquatics pool covers and funbrellas
• Transportation van
• Cornhole targets
• Recreation Activity Guide or Summer Camps Guide printing & distribution

Riverfront Park 
• Community Engagement programs, like Storytime at the Carrousel, free yoga & spin classes
• Community Engagement category, like Health & Wellness
• Light up the Night holiday tree walk & trail of lights
• Spring or Winter Market
• NYE and 4th of July Fireworks
• Ice Skating lessons, DJ nights, Cheap Skate nights, etc.
• Event venue grant program
• Community concerts

Maintenance 
• Annual garden planting program
• Adopt-a-park program
• Water conservation “water wise” replacement project area
• Goat grazing project area
• SpoCanopy tree planting project
• Art maintenance project
• Interpretive sign project

Other/Misc. 
• Banners at Merkel & SE Sports Complex sports fields



• Volunteer appreciation program
• Employee uniforms
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