
    

 

 
 
 
 
 
Committee Members:  
X Bob Anderson – Chair 
X Greta Gilman 
X Gerry Sperling 
   Jamie SiJohn (Absent) 

Also present: 
Park Board: 
Randy Cameron, 
 
 
Additional Park Board: 
Jennifer Ogden 
 
Parks Staff: 
Garrett Jones 
Mark Buening 
Megan Qureshi 
Jonathan Moog 
Jennifer Papich 
 

Lori Harvey 
Garrett Jones 
Tony Madunich 
 
 
Guest: 
 

 

Summary 

 

 The preliminary 2020 budget was presented by Mark Buening who reviewed the status of 
where Parks is in the budget deliberations process for each of the division’s operating units. At 
this time, the preliminary budget is approximately $900,000 out of balance. Committee and 
staff members discussed opportunities for reaching a balanced budget through expense 
reductions and fee increases. 

 

 The July financials were presented by Mark Buening who reviewed each operating division. 

 

 

 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is 3 p.m. Sept. 10, 2019, in the City Conference Room Lobby 
– Tribal, first floor City Hall. 

Special Meeting of the Spokane Park Board  
Finance Committee Minutes 

3 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2019 
City Conference Room Lobby – Tribal, first floor City Hall  

808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd., Spokane, Washington 
Mark Buening - Finance Director 

 



MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order at 3:03 p.m. by committee chair Bob Anderson.  
 
Action items:  
1. No action items 
 
Discussion items:  
1. Preliminary 2020 budget – Mark Buening presented the preliminary 2020 budget and reviewed the 
status of where Parks is in the budget deliberations process for each of the division’s operating units. 
The first topic of discussion involved the increased budget to cover Parks seasonal employment. Mr. 
Buening explained this area is one of the largest increases in the budget, in part, due to the increase 
in minimum wage but also due to the fact there have been no notable increases to the seasonal 
employment budget for years. He said it has just been absorbed over the past few years. Even with 
the anticipated increase in revenue from the General Fund transfer, the budget is still out of balance 
between $890,000 and $900,000. The 2019 budget allocation for salaries and wages was $8.847 
million compared to the 2020 budget which is projected at $10.02 million. It was noted the budget 
does not involve any new positions. The General Transfer in the 2019 budget was $14.55 million in 
comparison to the projected $15.10 million for next year, but the $549,000 increase in the fund 
transfer is not enough to offset the $1.17 million increase in salaries and wages projected for 2020. 
Jonathan Moog explained there was promising news discussed during an earlier meeting in the day 
where Parks directors talked about opportunities for reaching budget through expense reductions and 
fee increases. Garrett Jones explained some cost-saving measures under consideration include: 1) a 
staff share program between Park departments; 2) utility savings for Recreation; 3) scaling down 
existing programs and camps; and 4) decreasing capital. Mr. Jones assured the committee that the 
Park Board will be provided specific data as to the impacts of any proposed cost-cutting measures 
and fee increases. Mr. Moog anticipates some increase in revenues at Riverfront Park next year. He 
also reviewed some potential admission increases in 2020 at Riverfront Park to cover some of the 
anticipated increases in operating costs. Jennifer Ogden suggested seeking support from volunteer 
groups to support some revenue-generating programs at Parks. Mr. Jones explained the Don 
Kardong Bridge deck replacement, budgeted at $1.2 million, is a high-priority capital improvement 
project for 2020. It’s critical for this project to take place in 2020 since the project funding involves 
$770,000 matching funds from the state and 50% match from capital.  
 
Standing report items:  
1. July financials – Mark Buening presented an overview of the July financials. Highlights for each of 
the operating divisions/sections included: 1) Natural Resources – primarily status quo, but subsidies 
are about $50,000 less than last year; 2) Recreation – approximately $350,000 in revenues which 
had not been reported correctly this year have been posted in July resulting but YTD revenues are 
still about $90,200 less than last year; 3) Riverfront Park – this year’s YTD revenues are about 
$741,000 more than the 2018 revenues; 4) Park Operations – YTD revenues are down $35,685 and 
YTD expenditures are down $99,100; 5) Administration – 2019 YTD revenues are about $9.27 million 
which is almost $590,000 more than last year; 6) Parks Capital – grant funding in July totaled 
$224,682 and capital outlay was about $206,000 less in comparison to last July; 7) Parks Fund - 
revenues are up by $1.2 million over last year and operating expenses are up about $960,000 more 
than last year, primarily due to the Carnation Building settlement, and the increase in salaries, wages 
and benefits; 8) Golf Fund - revenues are up by $111,000 over last July resulting in a 4.2% increase 
this year compared to 2018 and expenses are down $61,000; and 9) Riverfront Park redevelopment 
project – $56.66 million have been expended and committed leaving a budget balance of $11.4 
million. 
 
 



2. Golf SIP loan update – No report was presented. 
 
 
Contract items from other committees: These items were not discussed.  
1. Engineering Remediation Resource Group change order #2/Dutch Jake’s Park ($11,876.72 tax 

inclusive) – Land 
2. Garco Construction change order #18/Pavilion and Promenade ($156,018, plus tax) – Riverfront 

Park 
3. Bernardo | Wills Architects design services contract amendment #4/north bank SportsPlex 

stormwater ($11,800, no tax) – Riverfront Park 
4. CH2M Hill Engineers-Jacobs contract amendment #2/north bank ($7,500, no tax) – Riverfront 

Park 
5. Northwest Playground Equipment, Inc., equipment purchase contract /north bank playground 

($319,603.58, tax inclusive) – Riverfront Park 
6. Strata testing service contract amendment #3/north bank playground ($22,283, no tax) – 

Riverfront Park 
7. Strata amendment #4 to Parkwide contract/Pavilion ($6,215, no tax) – Riverfront Park 

 
Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 4:27 p.m.  
 
 
 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is 3 p.m. Sept. 10, 2019, in the City Conference Room Lobby 
– Tribal, first floor City Hall. 
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