
Committee members   
X Bob Anderson – Committee chair/Park Board 
X Jennifer Ogden – Park Board  
   Gerry Sperling – Park Board (absent/excused) 
X Kelly Brown – DVC Citizen Advisory Committee representative 
X Christina VerHeul – Community representative 
X Julie Biggerstaff – Community Assembly representative 
X Rick Romero – Community at-large representative 

Staff members 
Garrett Jones 
Fianna Dickson 
Jonathan Moog 
Pamela Clarke 

Minutes 

1. Call to order – The meeting was called to order at 3:02 p.m. by committee chair Bob Anderson. 
See list above for attendance. The group welcomed its newest member Rick Romero who retired 
from the city in 2016 as the utilities director. The committee expressed their appreciation on 
having Rick join the committee.

2. Public comment
A. None

3. Action/discussion items
A. DVC membership update – Bob Anderson presented an update on the DVC membership. 

Currently, all vacancies have been filled with the exception of a Park Board representative 
position.

B. DVCAC membership update – Fianna Dickson presented an update on the DVCAC 
membership. While the Friends of Centennial Trail are not in a position to provide a 
representative on the DVCAC at this time, they plan to readdress the situation in about a 
year. Andy Boyd, who represents the Friends of Spokane Golf, is the newest member of the 
committee. Lee Williams also recently joined the committee. She represents the Friends of 
Coeur d 'Alene Park and is a member of the Browne’s Addition Neighborhood Council. There 
are three vacancies on the DVCAC at this time (for two business leaders and one partner 
organization).

C. Possible list of sponsorship naming opportunities – Fianna Dickson presented an overview of 
a proposed list of sponsorship naming opportunities. This inventory list is meant to identify 
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park property locations and programs available for naming sponsorship. If the list is approved 
by the Park Board, a staff team will take the following next steps: 1) determine what assets 
make sense to coordinate in-house, and which are best suited for a professional sponsorship 
sales consultant (or similar); and 2) draft a Request for Proposals (or similar) for a 
professional consultant to build and sell packages, solicit potential sponsors on Parks behalf, 
and provide expertise on pricing, structure and approach.  

1) Parks sponsorship, donations, and naming policy – Fianna explained the 
naming of parks, facilities and features will fall under the existing parks 
sponsorship, donations, and naming policy which was updated 2017. She 
provided an explanation of the current policy and its purpose. Policy relates to 
naming parks, facilities, and features, such as “Acme Park” and “Acme Field,” 
and does not relate to naming an event, program or project, such as “Acme 
Skate Night.” City Charter stipulates the Park Board may designate any park 
and structures by name. Park Board approval is required when assets have a 
contract dollar value greater than $20,000 and/or the contract duration is 
longer than five years. Any location that is already named would not be 
available, unless Park Board desires to re-name it. Jon Moog referenced the 
“greater than three-year” criteria. Fianna explained they will be certain this 
stipulation follows current city policy relating to contract term duration.

2) Sensitive to over commercializing park spaces – Jennifer Ogden assured the 
group the Park Board is sensitive to not commercializing Parks more natural 
spaces. She explained the board will be certain to maintain a protective eye 
regarding those areas. She doesn’t envision these areas will be included in the 
inventory list for potential naming. All naming recommendations will require 
Park Board approval.

3) Transparent mechanism – Garrett Jones explained the importance of having a 
process where everyone has the opportunity for naming a facility. This calls for 
a transparent process where any corporation and organization, who desires to 
be part of the process, readily have that opportunity.

4) Purpose for offering naming rights – Julie Biggerstaff asked about the 
reasoning/purpose for offering naming rights. Fianna explained when there are 
events and projects which align with an organization/business’ purpose and 
goals, it gives them the opportunity to support Parks so taxpayers’ dollars may 
be used in other areas. Garrett added that this approach offers a level of 
consistency to the naming process and allows Parks to leverage its various 
partnerships in the community to provide more services to the citizens. He 
explained Parks cost of operations is not sustainable without those outside 
partnerships.

5) Capital verses operational costs – Rick asked if the naming rights and 
sponsorship support are designed to cover capital projects or operational 
costs, or both. Garrett explained it would depend on the type of asset and 
whether it is an existing feature or a new one.

6) Request to recommend – Staff requested the proposed list of assets be 
presented to the Finance Committee for consideration. 

Motion #1: Jennifer Ogden moved to approve the list of sponsorship naming opportunities as 
presented. 
Bob Anderson seconded. 
Motion passed with unanimous consent (6-0 vote) 



D. DVCAC meeting update – DVCAC chair Kelly Brown provided an overview of the Feb. 24
DVCAC meeting. DVCAC members shared what support and needs their friends groups are
seeking. Some of the expressed needs included suggestions on software for volunteer
tracking, event coordination and online sign-up, fundraising and donor management. The
committee plans to develop a “projects needs’ list for the DVC’s consideration. The next
DVCAC meeting is scheduled for 5 p.m. March 24 via WebEx.

E. DVCAC project presentations – During a recent DVC prep meeting, which included Bob,
Jennifer, Garrett and Fianna, the group discussed how the DVCAC may serve as a pathway
connecting citizens/friends groups with the Park Board. Bob explained the process involves
citizen/friends groups presenting proposed projects to the DVCAC who will review and
present to the DVC for review and consideration. The DVC will then provide assistance,
support and direction to facilitate in implementing the projects. When appropriate, larger
projects may come through the DVC and to other Park Board subcommittees for approval
and support.

1) Process – Christina VerHeul asked if a threshold has been determined for
which projects should come before the DVC. While no specific guidelines have
been established, Bob explained it would probably include the more complex
events or when there are funding needs.

2) Focus on goals and priorities – Garrett suggested groups that have an interest
in presenting to the DVCAC should focus on goals and priorities, as opposed
to taking a deep dive into detailed projects. He wants to be certain there is not
duplication of processes regarding existing projects and partnerships.

3) Lines of communication with neighborhood councils/friends groups – Julie
asked if there was an opportunity for Parks to come to various neighborhood
councils or friends groups to explain their processes. Garrett explained a staff
lead is assigned to each of the larger, more formalized groups. Those staff
leads attend the groups’ standing meetings. As member of the DVC, Julie has
the opportunity to serve as a conduit between the Community  Assembly and
the DVC. In addition, Lindsey Shaw serves as the Community Assembly
representative on the DVCAC.

4) Regional representation – Jennifer explained there could be friends groups
formed which represent more than one park or neighborhood. They could
represent a region or district.

4. Next meeting – No date was announced. The committee agreed they would like to establish the
DVC as a standing committee with a consistent monthly meeting time beginning April. A meeting
poll will be emailed to DVC members to determine a standing meeting time.

5. Adjournment – The meeting was adjourned at 3:53 p.m.
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Overview
 This list is meant to identify all of the Park assets 

available for naming sponsorship 
 Places

 Programs

 Projects

 Equipment

 Not all would be named, but gives us a list of options
 Naming of places and features would follow the 

Sponsorship, Naming, and Donation policy (updated 
2017)



Naming of a Park, Facility, or Feature

 Policy relates to naming parks, facilities, and features (i.e. “Acme Park” 
“Acme Field” or “Acme Fountain”)

 City Charter, Section 48, Park Board may designate by name any park 
and structures thereon

 Policy does not relate to naming of an event, program, or project (i.e. 
“Acme Skate Night” or “Acme Softball Tournament”)

 Criteria and process for naming are outlined

 Park Board approval required when assets have a contract dollar value 
>$20,000 and/or >5 years in duration

 Any place that is already named would not be available, unless Park Board 
desires to re-name it.



Possible Next Steps

 If a list is approved by the Park Board, a staff team would take the 
following next steps: 

 Determine what assets make sense to coordinate in-house, and which 
are best suited for a professional consultant 

 Draft a Request for Proposals (or similar) for a professional consultant

 provide expertise around pricing, structure, and approach 

 build & sell packages

 solicit potential sponsors on our behalf

 (expectations and parameters to be determined)



Questions?
Thank you



Potential Parks & Recreation Assets 
Available for Naming Sponsorship 

Updated: March 9, 2022 

Overview 
• This list is meant to identify all of the places and programs available for naming sponsorship.
• Any place that is already named would not be available, unless Park Board desires to re-name it.
• If the list is approved by the Park Board, a staff team would take the following next steps:

o Determine what assets make sense to coordinate in-house, and which are best suited
for a professional sponsorship sales consultant (or similar)

o Draft a Request for Proposals (or similar) for a professional consultant to build and sell
packages, soliciting potential sponsors on our behalf, and providing expertise around
pricing, structure, and approach (expectations and parameters to be determined)

• Policy reference: Sponsorship, donations, and naming policy (updated 2017)
• Agreement references: MOU with Spokane Parks Foundation for the Campaign for Riverfront

Spokane (expires Nov. 2022). Numerica Skate Ribbon & SkyRide naming agreement.

Places 
Sports fields or courts 

• Soccer
• Football
• Softball/Baseball
• Tennis/Pickleball
• Futsal
• Basketball (those not sponsored by Hooptown USA)

Facilities within parks 
• Pools
• Splash pads
• Ponds
• Bridges
• Picnic shelters
• Benches/tables
• Drinking fountains
• Community gardens or flowerbeds
• Playgrounds
• Pathways
• Pavers
• Meadows
• Trails and trailheads



Specialty parks 
• Skate parks
• Dog parks
• Disc golf and youth disc golf courses

Specific assets in parks 
• Finch Arboretum conference rooms inside the Woodland Center
• Corbin Art Center classrooms or porch
• Shadle Park performance stage
• Redband Park river put-in
• Manito Park loop drive
• Merkel RV lot
• Merkel BMX track
• Merkel Synthetic Turf Fields
• Camp Sekani parking area

Park Operations 
• Complex
• Conference rooms

Golf 
• Courses (course would maintain the name, but add after name, “Presented by”)
• Patios
• Pavers
• Sponsor items could include flags, sticks, tee markers, range balls/targets, score cards

Riverfront Park 
*Indicates Park Board has already approved naming (2019)

• U.S. Pavilion*
• U.S. Pavilion conference rooms* (1 SkyRoom, 2 meeting rooms) (Family name only)
• U.S. Pavilion terraced seating* (10) (Family name only)
• Numerica Skate Ribbon party room* (Family name only)
• Looff Carrousel animals* (54) (adoption recognition only, not naming of animals)
• Looff Carrousel party rooms* (4) (Family name only) & patio
• Boardwalks at Red Wagon Meadow or Looff Carrousel
• Clock tower stairwell & observation deck
• Dog park*
• Plazas & overlooks
• Picnic shelters* (North, Post St.)
• Meadows
• Bridges
• Butterfly*



• Engraved pavers & fence tags*
• Art markers

Programs, Projects & Equipment 
Recreation 

• Scholarship program
• Category sponsor, like Outdoor, Wellness & Enrichment, etc.
• Program sponsor, like Mobile Rec, TRS Powderhounds, youth golf, open gym volleyball, etc.
• Leagues or tournaments, like e-sports or adult athletics
• Winter grooming
• Aquatics swimming lessons, lifeguard training, free swim days
• Aquatics events like family nights or Youth Fishing Frenzy
• Adaptive equipment
• Outdoor recreation equipment (SUPs) & trailers (SUP, wine tour, kayak)
• Aquatics pool covers and funbrellas
• Transportation van
• Cornhole targets
• Recreation Activity Guide or Summer Camps Guide printing & distribution

Riverfront Park 
• Community Engagement programs, like Storytime at the Carrousel, free yoga & spin classes
• Community Engagement category, like Health & Wellness
• Light up the Night holiday tree walk & trail of lights
• Spring or Winter Market
• NYE and 4th of July Fireworks
• Ice Skating lessons, DJ nights, Cheap Skate nights, etc.
• Event venue grant program
• Community concerts

Maintenance 
• Annual garden planting program
• Adopt-a-park program
• Water conservation “water wise” replacement project area
• Goat grazing project area
• SpoCanopy tree planting project
• Art maintenance project
• Interpretive sign project

Other/Misc. 
• Banners at Merkel & SE Sports Complex sports fields



• Volunteer appreciation program
• Employee uniforms
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