
                                                                          

UFTC Committee Members: 

X Lindsey Shaw – Chair 
X Lee Williams 
X Kris Neely 

UFCAC Committee Members: 

X Kris Neely - Chair 
X Tim Kohlhauff 
X Guy Gifford 

Cindy Deffe (Absent – Excused) 
Matt Stewart (Absent – Excused) 
Justyce Brant (Absent – Excused) 

X Ben Kappen 
X Logan Callen  

Kathryn Alexander (Absent – Excused) 
X Kelsi Caston 
X Eduardo Castillo 

SUMMARY 

• No Action was taken on the Heritage Tree Nomination Review – 34 W 18th Ave.
• A monthly staff report was provided by Katie Sorensen.
• Katie Sorensen shared information regarding fire damage at Sekani.
• A joint field trip with UFCAC and UFTC was discussed for August.

The next regularly scheduled UFCAC meeting is 3:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 4, 2026. 

Park staff: 
Katie Sorensen 

Special Meeting of the 
City of Spokane Park Board Urban 

Forestry Tree Committee & Urban Forestry 
Citizen Advisory Committee  

3:00 p.m. Tuesday June 30, 2026 
Katie Sorensen – Urban Forester 



 
The next regularly scheduled UFTC meeting is 4:15 p.m. Tuesday, August 4, 2026. 
 

 

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order at 3:03 p.m. by Urban Forestry Citizen Advisory committee chair 
Kris Neely who opened the meeting with introductions. 

Public Comment: None. 
 
Action Items: Heritage Tree Nomination Review – 34 W 18th Ave  
Katie Sorensen presented the Heritage Tree Nomination for 34 W 18th Ave. The Catalpa tree was 
nominated by the property owners. They believe the tree was planted when the neighborhood was 
first established in 1913 and believe the tree to be 113 years old. It has significant size with a 
circumference of 158 inches. The property owners said the tree is an example of living history and 
provides many ecosystem services.  
 
Action on the Heritage Tree Nomination was deferred to the August meeting so committee 
members can further review the nomination.  
 
Discussion Items:  
1. Ceremonies, Appointments, Announcements 

 
• There are two openings on the UFTC committee.  
 

 
 Committee and Reports:  
 
1. Community Assembly – No report. 

 
2. Staff Report – Katie Sorensen 

 
• Grant Update 

o A seasonal employee was hired to help put scope of work pruning packages together that 
will be given to pruning contractors.  

o Additional contractors will be added for tree pruning and removals. The bid process is 
ongoing with a pre-bid meeting taking place last week. 

o All 30 parks within the grant area will have trees pruned by the end of this year.  
o A seasonal employee is helping with education and outreach, providing supplemental 

watering and water buckets when needed, and providing watering commitment 
reminders. 

• The Urban Forestry crew continues to remove beetle killed trees with a few more found at 
Manito, Hamblen, Coeur d’ Alene, and Lincoln Parks. These beetle killed trees will be 
removed over the next few weeks.  



• DAR Never Forget Garden
o Urban Forestry is working with the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) to plant

ornamental flowering cherry trees at Riverfront Park around the Vietnam Memorial. The
flowering cherry trees will be planted around the plaza area, and some in raised planters
will be in the distance by an overlook.

o Riverfront Park staff designed the planting plan and Never Forget Garden, which is a
flower bed in the same area

o The DAR group will commit to volunteer days to help weed the area annually.
o Some funds will be provided by DAR for plant material and hardscape, as well as

volunteer labor for installation.

• One seasonal employee was hired for the tree crew, and Urban Forestry is looking for one
more.

• Urban Forestry is coordinating a field day in conjunction with Pacific Education Institute, for
high school students through the summer 2026 YESS programs. Participants receive high
school credit, a stipend for the 100-hour program, and receive hands on skills and learning
experiences. They will tour Finch Arboretum, participate in a tree ID workshop, the Urban
Forestry crew will show various tree work, they will tour the fire area at Finch Arboretum and
talk about fuels reduction and restoration, receive an overview of Urban Forestry for hands
on experience, and volunteer at the Arboretum.

• The HVAC system is being updated at Finch Arboretum, and work should be completed
soon.

It was asked how planting is coming through the grant. The goal is to plant 250 trees each spring 
and fall. Currently planting is a little behind with about 200 trees planted each spring and fall. The 
Lands Council is contracted to do outreach and sign up, and a seasonal employee is also helping to 
get the word out and putting up signage.  

Old Business: None 

New Business: 

1. Sekani Fire Damage – Katie Sorensen

Katie walked Sekani with Parks, Fire and DNR leadership to observe the fire damage from a
recent fire that significantly affected the Northeast and Northwest portion of the site.

The ground was very barren. While it was a devastating and tragic fire event, Katie advised it
was a low fire and that the fuels reduction work done last year on the city property likely helped
to keep the fire lower and slower and prevent the fire from going into the crowns of the trees. At
first look at the site, it appears some trees may survive, as the fire didn’t get to the crowns, but
the trees are stressed and may now be more susceptible to beetles.
The Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) will do an analysis to learn more
about how the tree thinning may have helped. There was also discussion about the DNR
monitoring post fire land re-growth.



Urban Forestry will invite Dana Brennan, an entomologist with the DNR, out to the site to see if 
she can give specific recommendations and will continue to consult with her to protect the trees. 

The area will remain closed. The area was scheduled to be closed for parking lot renovation in 
two weeks anyhow. 

The removal of a very small volume of high-risk trees by the trails will be done and Nick Jeffries 
with the Fire Department is working with the DNR to help drop several risk trees to the ground.  

A post fire restoration plan will be worked on, and access and repair work will be done. 

The last burn at Sekani was very intense but had good natural regeneration with some seedlings 
planted. Urban Forestry may put some native overseeding on the area to hold things in place. 
The Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance, Spokane Ponderosa and possibly other organizations 
and volunteers will likely plant seedlings.  

Guy Gifford with the DNR noted that criteria to look at regarding soil after a fire is whether it has 
a high, moderate, or low soil profile. He indicated if you can look under your feet and recognize 
the burnt material it has a light severity burn on the soil, if can semi recognize the material it has 
a moderate severity burn on the soil and if can’t recognize the material at all or is only ash it has 
a high severity burn on the soil.  

A video to tell the story about Fuels Reduction work, etc. may be made. 

Guy Gifford with the DNR noted that treatments to the area in 2000, 2015, and 2025 show long 
term commitment to management of the area and that the commitment of forest management 
over 25 years set the area up for success. He would like to see this information shared also if a 
video is made.  

2. Field Trip for August meeting – Katie Sorensen

The committees discussed locations for a possible field trip in August. Katie suggested Polly
Judd Park to see the native restoration project being done there. She advised Steve Nittolo with
Urban Forestry has done lots of invasive and weed removal. Steve has the Native Plant Society
and other groups helping with lots of planting and helping to weed and water the plants. Other
possible locations discussed were the Camp Sekani fire area, the Riverfront Park cherry
plantings at the Vietnam Memorial and the Riverfront native plant project.

Standing report items: 

1. Financial Report - Report not available. Kaite advised the budget is in a good place with no
big projects except for the HVAC system at Finch Arboretum which was a planned expense.
Some special project funding may potentially be used this fall to do some planting outside of
the grant area.



Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 

The next regularly scheduled UFCAC meeting is 3:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 4, 2026. 

The next regularly scheduled UFTC meeting is 4:15 p.m. Tuesday, August 4, 2026. 



Return to minutes
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