
 

 

 

 

MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order at 3:04 p.m. by committee member Tim Kohlhauff.  
 
Approval of Minutes: The minutes from December 2023 and January 30, 2024, were approved. 
 
Discussion Items:  
1. Ceremonies, Appointments, Announcements  

• Kaitlin Millender, a City of Spokane representative, advised she is resigning from the 
committee, and this will be her last meeting. 

 
Public Comments:  

• None.  
 

Standing Report Items: 
1. Community Assembly – No report. 
2. Staff Report - Katie Kosanke  

a. Urban Forestry is gearing up for a fun and busy spring planting season. Infill planting will be 
done throughout the park system, the first phase of planting will be done at Downriver Golf 
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Course in April and new trees will be planted at Qualchan Golf Course to create a buffer 
between the highway and the course as well as for play ability between holes.  

b. SpoCanopy plantings are starting soon and will coincide with the Expo 50 Anniversary
Celebration.

c. An Arbor Day Celebration Tree Hero event will take place Saturday April 13 at On-Track
Academy and will be the 4th year they have done this event. There will be a free tree seedling
give away sponsored by Bartlett Tree Service. Vegetable starts, houseplant starts, and other
items will also be given away. On-Track Academy will also be renewing their Tree Campus
USA accreditation.

d. The Arbor Day Celebration at Finch Arboretum will be on Saturday April 27. There will be a
variety of educational and informational booths, a tree planting demonstration, and a Tree City
USA ceremony where we will receive our Tree City USA award and the proclamation will be
read.

e. Katie advised that the big much-loved Willow Tree at the Finch Arboretum has a significant
crack and has started to fail. The crack has significantly changed, and access is being limited as
it is not safe to climb on it. The city arborist and consultants are assessing the tree. More
information regarding the status of the tree will be provided soon.

f. The Urban Forestry crew continues to work on removals and pruning throughout the park
system. Park Operations staff assisted with some removals, and the work was able to be done
quicker with their assistance. A big project was done at Moore Turner to remove non-native
trees that had sprouted up all over the area. Comstock Park lost more Pine trees this year due
to beetles and UF will do more planting there, probably in the fall.

Old Business: 
1. Design Standards and Planting Details Update – Michael Terrell

a. The project started approximately three years ago to facilitate a process to bring Landscape
Architects and Urban Foresters together to look at how the planting details are done and how
the process works for getting street trees and other landscaping plans approved.

b. Some items being reviewed are street tree plantings and conflicts with signs and clearance
between street trees and other improvements. Work is being done to identify issues, but not
all items have been resolved. One challenge has been the requirement that street trees be a
minimum of fifteen feet from underground utilities. A memorandum of understanding has
recently been put in place that will allow for a minimum of 5 feet from underground utilities.

c. Standardization of street tree details and notes.
d. Input received from Stakeholders included planting height, staking or not staking trees, and

wire baskets on trees.
e. On the street tree planting details, the notes have been put on the right-hand side of the

page to be easily seen.
f. Planting detail diagrams include street tree planting, street tree planting with curb and

sidewalk, street tree planting with tree grate, street tree planting on a slope, street tree
planting in rain garden and street tree planting of conifer trees. There previously wasn’t a
street tree planting with tree grate detail. Mike advised additional education about tree grates



needs to be given regarding maintaining the tree grates and that the tree rings in the grates 
can be widened to accommodate a growing tree.  

g. Some outstanding issues and comments received are regarding types of mulch that can be 
used, designation between public right-of-way areas and private property, wanting more 
species of maple trees on the approved street tree listing, standardized notes and changes in 
requirements post permit drawing approval.  

h. It was noted that the arborist is responsible for tree permit and planting process and the 
Landscape Architect is responsible for certifying the project was installed per plan by 
submitting paperwork to Development Services.    

Discussion took place regarding arborists planting or overseeing and inspecting plantings and the 
landscape contractors not wanting to hire an arborist. It was also noted that CO is not to be held up 
due to the required street tree plantings and Urban Forestry has been allowed to sign off on CO if 
there is a valid tree permit in the system which allows for inspecting the street tree plantings at a 
later date. Urban Forestry has informed the tree services they have increased accountability to 
make sure the plantings are completed.     
 
New Business:  
1. SpoCanopy Update – Justyce Brant 
     Justyce gave a brief update on the SpoCanopy program, which is a partnership program 

between The Lands Council and the City of Spokane Urban Forestry Department and now also 
the Spokane Conservation District. 

  
     For the past 5 years the program has worked to increase the urban canopy across the City of 

Spokane, with a focus on areas with lower median canopy coverage. This springs SpoCanopy 
planting will coincide with the 50th Expo Anniversary and will take place May 7-11. These 
plantings will primarily take place in the West Central, Emerson-Garfield, Nevada Heights, 
Hillyard and Bemiss neighborhoods. Species of trees vary by class with the majority being Class 
II species including Kentucky Coffee, Forest Green oak, Harvest Gold Linden, and Serviceberry.  

 
     SpoCanopy plantings will be scaling up over the next few years with the focus this year being on 

completing city plantings. They need lots of volunteers to assist with these planting events. 
Training and all necessary tools will be provided. They will also have food trucks at the planting 
events and will be providing 100 free meals at each event.  

 
       

 
Other Program and Partnership Ideas: None 
 
 
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 4:05 p.m.   
 
 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is 3 p.m. April 30, 2024.   
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Agenda
1. Process

2. Street Trees, Signs and Clearances

a) Street tree plantings and signs

b) Clearances between street trees and 

other improvements

3. Street Tree Details and Notes

a) Tree Standard details and notes

b) Street with curb and sidewalk

c) Street tree with grates

• Irrigation

• Standard Grate Size

• Tree Elevations within the grate

• Root barrier
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Process
11/12/2021 Tree Summit: Staff Discussion

3/21/22 Stakeholder Meeting

-Stakeholder Comments and Recommendations

-Review and internal discussion

3/15/23 Staff Presentation

3/8/2024 Meeting with Katie Kosanke – Details

4/2/2024 Presentation
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Street Trees, Signs and Clearances

• Street tree plantings and signs
Improved descriptions and requirements, still some work to do with adoption

• Clearances between street trees and other improvements
Improved understanding of utility separations and street tree plantings
• Still some work to do for consistency: 1/2023 Aboricultural Manual

https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/urbanforestry/treefacts/arboricultural-
specifications-2023-08-10.pdf
3.2.4 Tree Planting Specifications and Standards 3.2.4.A Location Requirement Trees 
must meet the location requirements of Design Standards 3.5–2. Trees should be 
planted at sites that meet the following criteria: a. A minimum distance of fifteen 
(15’) feet from driveways b. A minimum distance of ten (10’) feet from drainage inlets 
c. A minimum of twenty (20’) feet from drywells d. Without obstructing traffic signs 
or sight triangles e. A minimum of fifteen (15’) feet from underground utilities
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Design Standards

• City of Spokane Design Standards, November 1, 2020
https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/projects/street-design-standards-update/spokane-design-
standards-v13-2020-11-03.pdf

• c) Minimum separation distances from the centerline of a tree to other structures or improvements in the 
planting strip shall be as follows:

1) 10 feet to edge of single-family residential driveway, 15 feet to edge of commercial or multi-family 
driveway (10 feet may be allowed in some cases);

2) 20 feet to street light luminaire (15 feet may be allowed where lighting pattern is not affected);

3) 10 feet to hydrants and utility poles. Lower limbs must be pruned for full visibility of the hydrant. No 
new utility pole location shall be established closer than 10 feet to an existing tree;

4) As required to provide an adequate clear sight triangle as defined below and shown in the Appendix; 
5) 15 feet to underground duct or pipe;
6) 5 feet from curb cut for drainage;
7) 20 feet from drywell, unless the species permits a closer placement due to crown diameter;
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Street Tree Details and Notes

• Tree Standard details and notes

• Street with curb and sidewalk

• Street tree with grates

• Irrigation

• Standard Grate Size

• Tree Elevations within the grate

• Root barrier
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Input from Stakeholders
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Research
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Outstanding Issues/Comments
• Mulch: It would be great to have a pre-approved list combined from all cos departments for landscape mulches 

to be used (or not used, either way) in public row areas. There have been significant inconsistencies between 
urban forestry, planning, engineering, etc. On what is allowed Per the code (not just preference). (I.E. Per smc 
section 17c.200.110, only organic mulch is specified, but is often contested by Engineering/planning 
departments because of vicinity to streets and drain structures). Not sure if this has been resolved.

• Designation between cos public row areas and private property be respected and enforced appropriately. Many 
LA’s contend that it’s wrong that COS dictates/determines what shall be done within the private property 
boundary when the city has zero liability or responsibility for maintenance, upkeep, establishment, replacement, 
etc. (I.E. A common comment received, "all trees and shrubs shall be installed per COS standard detail v-101 and 
v-102".) This is applicable to code required planting and non-code required planting. This has not been 
resolved.

• Maple Trees: It would be great if more species of maple trees were included as part of the approved street tree 
lists. It is understood the intent of diversifying the urban canopy, but the elimination of entire species is 
extreme, especially in light of real threats to other species like Emerald Ash Borer, Pine Bark Beetle and 
Anthracnose in London Plane trees. A possible better solution might be to establish a smc amendment that 
would define a species percentage per project site requirement. (I.E. On any one project site, no more than 40% 
of trees may be of one species, no more than 60% of trees may be of one genus, must contain a minimum of 2 
genera, etc.)
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Outstanding Issues/Comments

• Standardized notes: Possible Smc amendment that clearly defines and publishes all expected "rubber 
stamp" universal landscape notes to be included on landscape plans. These notes, like the standard 
details, should be vetted/reviewed by landscape architects of the professional community for content, 
suitability, etc. And not just by engineers. New notes seem to show up during every new permit set plan 
review, with no reference to where those requirements are indicated in the SMC. 

Adoption of standard details that include the required notes would resolve this. 

• Changes in requirements post permit drawing approval: 
Sign review changes, field personnel rejecting tree species in parking lots after plans have been approved.
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Arborist: Tree Permit | LA Stamped Plans and Cert.
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Questions?

Species and Location of this tree?
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