
Citizen Advisory Committee 
To the Spokane Urban Forestry Tree Committee  
In-person: Finch Arboretum – Woodland Center Ponderosa Room 
3404 W Woodland Blvd. Spokane, WA 99224 
WebEx virtual meeting:  
Call-in: 408-418-9388; Access code: 2484 418 8297 
March 2026 meeting: March 3, 2026, at 3:00 PM 

The meeting of the City of Spokane Park Board Citizen Advisory Committee will be held in-person in the Woodland 
Center Ponderosa Room at the Finch Arboretum, 3404 W Woodland Blvd. and virtually via WebEx at 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 3, 2026. Committee members, staff, and presenters still have the option to participate virtually via 
WebEx during all meetings. 

The public may listen to the meeting by calling 408-418-9388 and entering access code 2484 418 8297 when 
prompted. 

Written public comment may be submitted via email or mail. Comments must be received no later than 11 a.m. March 
3 by email to: spokaneparks@spokanecity.org or mail to: Spokane Park Board Urban Forestry Tree Committee, 5th 
floor City Hall, 808 West Spokane Falls Blvd., Spokane, Washington 99201. Submitted public comments will be 
presented to committee members prior to the meeting. 

MEETING AGENDA 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL   

PUBLIC COMMENT   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – December 2025 and February 2026 (special meeting) 

CEREMONIES, APPOINTMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS  
• Letter of Interest – Kelsi Caston, Consideration of appointment (action item)
• Letter of Interest – Eduardo Castillo, Consideration of appointment (action item)
• Letter of Interest - Kris Neely, Consideration of appointment to member at large (action item)
• Kathryn Alexander was reappointed by the Community Assembly for a four-year term

COMMITTEE AND REPORTS 
• Community Assembly
• Staff Report

OLD BUSINESS 
• None

NEW BUSINESS 
• Heritage Tree Nomination (action item)

mailto:spokaneparks@spokanecity.org
https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/bcc/boards/spokane-park-board/citizens-advisory-committee/minutes/2025/12/spbcac-minutes-2025-12-02.pdf
https://static.spokanecity.org/documents/bcc/boards/spokane-park-board/citizens-advisory-committee/minutes/2026/02/spbcac-minutes-2026-02-10.pdf


• DSP Educational Partnership for Downtown (information item)
• Arbor Day Celebration – Call for volunteers

OTHER PROGRAM AND PARTNERSHP IDEAS 
• 

ADJOURNMENT 

Agenda Subject to Change 
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) INFORMATION:  The City of Spokane is committed to providing equal access to 
its facilities, programs and services for persons with disabilities.  Individuals requesting reasonable accommodations or further 
information may call, write, or email Human Resources at 509.625.6373, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd, Spokane, WA, 99201; or 
ddecorde@spokanecity.org. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact Human Resources through the Washington 
Relay Service at 7-1-1. Please contact us forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting date. 

mailto:ddecorde@spokanecity.org
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Kris Neely  12/8/2025 
4206 S. Tampa Street 
Spokane, Washington 99223 
(509) 999-6970

Mr. Garrett Jones 
Director, Parks and Recreation 

Mr. Kevin Brownlee 
Chair, Urban Forestry Tree Committee 

Subject: Interest in Appointment to the Urban Forestry Tree Committee 

Dear Mr. Jones and Mr. Brownlee, 

I am writing to express my interest in serving on the City of Spokane’s Urban Forestry Tree 
Committee. Spokane’s urban canopy is one of the city’s most important public assets, and 
I would welcome the opportunity to continue to support the committee’s ongoing work to 
protect and strengthen it. My background in governance, planning, conservation, business 
process engineering, and fiscal management aligns well with the committee’s 
responsibilities and the collaborative decision-making required of its members. 

My relevant experience includes: 

Urban Forestry Citizen Advisory Committee (UFCAC): 
Four years of service, including two years as Chair, representing the Community Assembly 
and working directly with city staff and neighborhood stakeholders. During this time, I 
advocated for closer coordination between the City’s Urban Forestry program and the 
Spokane County Conservation District (SCD); encouraged integrating student volunteers 
from the SCD into Urban Forestry field projects (which was successfully implemented in 
2025); and supported efforts to improve cost modeling around tree lifespans and long-term 
maintenance in an urban setting. 

City of Spokane Plan Commission: 
Two years on the commission with a particular focus on how urban forestry intersects with 
housing, transportation, and commercial development. In this role, I supported 
establishing a clear “per-unit tree planting standard” for new Auxiliary Dwelling Unit (ADU) 
construction to ensure that infill development aligns with long-term canopy goals. 

Spokane Conservation District Board: 
To date, two years on the board as an Associate Supervisor, contributing to forestry and 
conservation initiatives and working across diverse community and agricultural interests. 
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While serving, I’ve developed a model for deploying Miyawaki-style mini-forests in urban 
environments and am currently soliciting peer review to refine its applicability within 
Spokane with the goal of taking the idea public in 2026-2027. 

Continuing Education: 
Regular participation in Washington Association of Conservation Districts (WACD) and 
State Conservation Commission (SCC) meetings to remain current on statewide forestry 
and conservation practices. 

Budget and Finance Roles: 
Frequent appointments to volunteer budget committees, providing practical experience in 
municipal budgeting, grant funding oversight, and responsible financial governance. 

Across these roles, I have valued the committee-driven process—listening to community 
perspectives, weighing technical guidance, and building consensus to support sound, 
sustainable outcomes. I would bring the same steady, collaborative approach to the Urban 
Forestry Tree Committee. 

If helpful, I would be glad to Zoom, meet, or provide additional information. Thank you for 
your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Kris Neely 
krisneely@pm.me 
(509) 999-6970
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