
Citizen Advisory Committee 
To the Spokane Urban Forestry Tree Committee  
In-person: Tribal conference room 1st floor  
City Hall, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd. Spokane, WA 99201 
WebEx virtual meeting:  

Call-in: 408-418-9388; Access code: 2498 829 0965 
February 2023 meeting: January 31, 2023 at 3:00 PM 

The meeting of the City of Spokane Park Board Citizen Advisory Committee will be held in-person in the Tribal 
conference room, 1st floor lobby City Hall, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd. and virtually via WebEx at 3 p.m. Tuesday, 
January 31, 2023. Committee members, staff, presenters and the public still have the option to participate virtually 
via WebEx during all meetings. 

The public may listen to the meeting by calling 408-418-9388 and entering access code 2498 829 0965 when 
prompted. 

Written public comment may be submitted via email or mail. Comments must be received no later than 11 a.m. January 
31 by email to: spokaneparks@spokanecity.org or mail to: Spokane Park Board Urban Forestry Tree Committee, 5th 
floor City Hall, 808 West Spokane Falls Blvd., Spokane, Washington 99201. Submitted public comments will be 
presented to committee members prior to the meeting. 

MEETING AGENDA 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL   

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 2023 

CEREMONIES, APPOINTMENTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Current Openings

• Matt Stewart Letter of Interest and consideration of appointment for the Historic Preservation
Representative seat

PUBLIC COMMENT 

COMMITTEE AND REPORTS 

• Community Assembly
• Staff Report

OLD BUSINESS 

• Watering trees educational messaging – brief update – Spokane Tree Watering Quick Guide
Brochure

NEW BUSINESS 

• Urban Forestry Year in Review 2022 – Presentation by Katie Kosanke

• Arbor Day Planning 2023

mailto:spokaneparks@spokanecity.org


• Other program ideas

ADJOURNMENT 
Agenda Subject to Change 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) INFORMATION:  The City of Spokane is committed to providing equal access to 
its facilities, programs and services for persons with disabilities.  Individuals requesting reasonable accommodations or further 
information may call, write, or email Human Resources at 509.625.6237, 808 W. Spokane Falls Blvd, Spokane, WA, 99201; or 
mpiccolo@spokanecity.org. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may contact Human Resources through the Washington 
Relay Service at 7-1-1. Please contact us forty-eight (48) hours before the meeting date. 

mailto:mpiccolo@spokanecity.org


Return to agenda



www.urbanforestry.org
509.363.5495
urbanforestry@spokanecity.org

Contact Us

Tree Watering Distance

Frequent watering leads to shallow roots, which
dry out more quickly.
 In summer heat, water at the coolest times of day,
preferably in the early morning. 

Target the tree root system when watering!
Newly planted trees: form a small temporary
watering well around the tree, about 3-4 feet in
diameter and about 4-6 inches high to focus water
(See diagram below).

For young trees: 2-3 years after planting, extend the
watering zone to the dripline. (See diagram below). 

For an established tree: 3+ years, picture a wine
glass on
 a dinner plate. The wine glass is the tree above
ground. The dinner plate is the root system - much
broader and shallower than people think. Most roots
are in the top two feet of soil. 
A hose, soaker hose, drip heads, or other sprinklers
may be used to water the tree. 
Water the roots, but not the trunk of the tree.
Remember to keep an eye on watering duration.
Infrequent deep watering to wet the entire root zone is
best for the tree. 
TIPS

4-6 
inches high

How Do I Know 
When to Water?

Ideal Watering Zone

SPOKANE TREE
WATERING

QUICK GUIDE

 Types of Soils
Sand: gritty texture, which has space for air and
water, but don’t retain water well.
Silt: smooth texture, which has space for air and
water; it's better at holding water than sand.
Clay: thick, heavy texture, which holds water
extremely well. However, clay soils are
vulnerable to compaction and to becoming
waterlogged. For this reason, trees may not grow
as well in soils high in clay. 
Loam: mix of sand, silt, and clay. Loamy soils
combine the advantages of all three soils
mentioned above while minimizing their
disadvantages; ideal for tree growth.

Test the moisture level of your soil!
1.Go to a spot about half-way between the trunk
of the tree and the dripline. 
2.Insert a garden trowel approximately 4 inches
into the soil. 
3.Withdraw the trowel, then insert your hand or
fingers into the opening you just made. 
4.If soil sticks to your fingers, then you don’t
need to water.
5.If your fingers come out relatively clean, or if
the soil feels dry, it’s time to water.

3-4 feet in diameter

Dripline

Return to agenda
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Watering Basics

The most critical factor in the
establishment and survival of young
trees is proper watering. Too little or
too much watering can damage the
roots, weaken the tree, and make it
susceptible to insects and disease. For
a quick check on younger trees (1-3
years), when the soil feels dry an inch
below the surface - it is time to water.

Trees need water to live and
grow. In Spokane, trees live
in a “high desert”
environment, which requires
more water because during
warm or hot days the trees
lose large amounts of water
through their leaves to keep
cool. As a tree grows, it may
take more than 100 gallons
of water a day during the
summer.

Seasonality

Trees near house foundations, under eaves,
or other coverings get little water from
precipitation, so keep an eye on them. 

Trees with southern, southwestern, or
western exposures often show more heat
stress and must be watered more frequently. 
Reflected heat from housing walls,
driveways, and sidewalks increases stress
on trees and so trees must be watered more
frequently.
Native trees, such as Ponderosa pine or
Douglas fir, that have been in the ground a
few years may need less frequent watering.

Watering trees late into the fall will help
prevent winter water stress. However, when
heavy rain or snow soak the ground, stop
watering.

Tree water needs vary by season. In Spokane,
the growing season may vary from one year to
another. Generally speaking, the growing
season stretches from April to late October.
Some years, a late or early winter may impact
this timeline. 

Spring: Trees may not need additional water
during a rainy spring. Use the soil moisture test
(see watering) and water if dry.

Summer: Trees need additional water during
the long, hot summers of Eastern Washington.

Fall: Continue watering until mid-fall. Taper
down as lower temperatures arrive.

Winter: Trees, especially evergreens, continue
to use some water throughout the winter. 

How Often Should I
Water? 

Newly planted. After a tree is planted, water
the root zone to eliminate air pockets. 

Once planted, keep the soil moist but not
soaked. Start with five gallons of water per
inch of trunk diameter per week and adjust as
needed to keep the soil evenly moist. Water
trees at least once a week, barring rain, and
more frequently during hot weather (but
remember not to over water.) 

Mulching newly established trees helps
prevent moisture loss. For more information
on proper mulching refer to the City of
Spokane “Tree Stewardship Guide.”  

Planted, 1-3 years old. Young trees should be
watered deeply once or twice a week.
Establishing a regular weekly watering
schedule, such as the five gallons of water per
inch of trunk diameter (see above), is a good
start.

After 3 years. Stick with your weekly
watering schedule, increasing water amounts
as the tree trunk diameter grows. However,
keep in mind that once the tree has become
established, it can survive somewhat longer
periods without water. The soil around large
trees can be allowed to dry to two inches
deep before the tree requires watering again. 

Establishing a basic watering routine is one key to
a healthy tree. Let's look at the primary growth
stages of a tree.
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