


Riverfront Park Pavilion and Central Plaza 
 
PROGRAM 
 
The United States Pavilion was the centerpiece of Expo ’74, the World’s Fair that came 
to Spokane and led to the reclamation of the city’s center into what we now enjoy as 
Riverfront Park. The Pavilion is an instantly recognizable icon of Spokane; think of it as 
our Space Needle. The dream of this project is to reestablish the Pavilion, stronger than 
ever, as the center of our city, both geographically and spiritually. 
 
The Pavilion is envisioned to be a place that blends passive uses and activated zones. It 
will support a variety of events, both small and large, making it a flexible venue — a kind 
of Swiss Army knife, as we have called it. It must attract and satisfy visitors who want to 
observe and explore the beauty of the natural setting while supporting visitors who enjoy 
art festivals and music events. The Pavilion must accommodate a variety of current 
events while supporting future needs and desires. 
 
The Pavilion is imagined to be a lantern at night, illuminated with state-of-the-art lighting 
and projection technology, attracting local citizens and tourists alike. In our visioning 
process, we called this the “Wow! Factor” of Riverfront Park. As it functioned during 
Expo ’74, the Pavilion structure will again be our anchor — this time for one of the great 
urban parks in 21st century America.  
 
The Pavilion is intended to be a year-round visual delight. Planting, topography, views, 
sound, art, video projection, cultural/historical elements and interactive attractions (i.e. 
catwalk, slides, swings, climbing wall, zipline, etc.) may support the success of the 
project. The Pavilion must have enough “wow” and interest to draw visitors both during 
events and when no events are scheduled.  
 
PROGRAM AND EVENTS 
 
The Pavilion and Central Plaza will host a variety of events and be the central gathering 
space of Riverfront Park.    Large and small programmed events will be hosted at the 
venue including:  
 

 Community fairs & festivals 

 Sporting exhibitions 

 Cultural & art centered events 

 Culinary (Food and Drink) Festivals 

 Performing Arts 

 Mobile / Traveling Attractions or Exhibits 

 Portable Amusement Rides 

 Video Projection 

 Music Concerts 
 
The goal is to have a flexible space(s) with permanent and temporary infrastructure 
including: 
 

 Central box office and controlled access / egress within the Pavilion  

 Some food service / concessions including catering facilities 



 Plaza space for standing and/or seated events, no fixed seating. 

 Flexible space for stage / performance area with adjacent interior space that can 
be used along with other uses as a green room/changing rooms,  that has 
appropriate vehicle access (loading area). No fixed stage for events. 

 Interior leasable space(s) including meeting rooms, party rooms, etc. 

 Exterior leasable space(s) including water, power, and sewer facilities 

 Restroom facilities with additional space for temporary restroom (port-a-potty) 

 Truck access for deliveries, staging, and waste management 

 Park staff support facilities including office space, meeting room, breakroom, etc. 

 Storage and mechanical room(s). 
 
 
Details of the Project: 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND FLOORPLAN 
 
Of the almost 90,000 square feet of space in the Pavilion, it is anticipated that roughly 
50,000 square feet of it will be available as an event plaza and 40,000 would have an 
interesting design that allows for exploration, views, contemplation, art, and 
interpretation. The adjacent Central Plaza and Central Green will be 120,000 square feet 
with roughly 1/3 in hardscape and 2/3 in softscape that can accommodate events.  
 
It is assumed that many of the existing site improvements including the Ice Rink & 
Canopy, Ice Rink Support Building, East Pavilion Building, IMAX Theater, and 
Administration Offices may be selectively demolished and/or repurposed.  The IMAX 
Theater base structure should be studied as an overlook or part of an interactive 
attraction while covert spaces be converted to storage. Regarding the IMAX Theater, the 
City is interested in creative design/use alternatives and suggestions from the 
Consultant.   
 
A catering kitchen, expanded restrooms, storage and perhaps a food service window 
facing on the Pavilion floor is desired. 
 
The Consultant will structurally evaluate the existing pavilion cable net structure and 
appurtenances and offer strategies to upgrade deficiencies and ensure longevity. The 
Consultant will analyze the feasibility of re-covering the Pavilion with a tensile 
membrane, evocative of the original design or solve the need for shade or weather 
protection in the Pavilion that compliments and supports the overall design.  
 
 
LIGHTING, PROJECTION AND SOUND 
 
The Consultant will offer design solutions for light emitting diode  (LED) to illuminate the 
cable net structure with interactive/programmable logic. Elements to be lit may include 
the cable net, the mast, the crown ring and the arch trusses at the entrances. Additional 
traditional lighting design shall enhance the venue and increase perception of safety and 
security. Include the ability to project video imagery, whether movies played on a large 
wall for events or art projects beamed onto a new Pavilion covering.   Include enough 
sound to accommodate daily needs and small events. Concerts or large events are 
expected to provide their own audio equipment. 



 
 
Connect the Pavilion and Central Plaza to the Howard St Promenade through clever 
design, creating an integrated whole rather than the Pavilion as an island. Also connect 
the Central Plaza and Pavilion to the north overlook outside the north entrance to the 
Pavilion. 
 
 
 
The Consultant’s design will incorporate an operations and satellite maintenance facility 
on-site yet outside the boundary of the Pavilion footprint. This includes space for waste 
and recycling bins, equipment storage, truck access, etc. This facility is not expected to 
replace the main northbank maintenance facility.   
 
 
Design north gallery (mini-golf site) as a vanilla shell for future use as concession, 
gallery or attraction space.  
 
Determine whether to add more restroom capacity, or if we can expand on the restrooms 
we have or just solve increased needs associated with big events by bringing in 
temporary solutions.  
 
Create a fencing system in which the entire Pavilion interior can be enclosed and 
secured for closing at nights, during the off-season and for ticketed events.  
 
The Consultant will be expected to coordinate with the Major Public Spaces Team and 
Lead Artist for input on elements of design and art envisioned for the Pavilion and the 
Central Plaza. The park’s separately funded signature art piece may reside just outside 
the Pavilion in the Central Plaza. 
 
The Consultant is expected to recommend interactive attractions that will support 
revenue generation and create an attractive destination.  Interactive attraction such as a 
catwalk, zipline, slides, giant swings, playground, or climbing wall may support the 
successful design. 
 
CENTRAL GREEN 
 
The Central (Green) Plaza is intended to function as an active and passive 
programmable space that draws visitors from the Howard Street and Havermale Island 
Promenades into the Pavilion area.  The Plaza will act as a Pavilion support facility that 
will offer strong pedestrian connections, accommodate events, performances and small 
attractions that appeal to a variety interests and users.  Smaller frequent activities could 
include weekly farmers markets, arts and craft fairs and lunchtime food truck rallies. 
 
Flexible Space: The plaza space will primarily be flat with hardscape and softscape 
elements and also include architectural and landscape features that draw visitors into 
the park’s interior such as art pieces or landforms.  The space will be designed to easily 
adapt or change during the course of the day, week and year to respond to the variety 
events and attractions.  The plaza will also have the ability to adjust with the seasonal 
changes. 



 
Amenities:  The Central (Green) Plaza should feature flexible and fixed amenities that 
provide a safe and comfortable setting.  The site should include appropriate furnishings 
including receptacles, benches, wayfinding elements and other support 
amenities.  Movable furniture and public art elements are examples of amenities for 
added interest.  Lighting will be used to highlight amenities, strengthen 
connections/entrances and provide a safe and inviting atmosphere. 
 
Infrastructure: Upgrades to power and water utilities will be necessary to accommodate 
adequate events and programs. 
 





















































RIVERFRONT PARK REDEVELOPMENT

SPOKANE PARKS AND RECREATION DIVISION

REC RINK VE OPTIONS

September 21, 2016

Item Fee
Est. 

Savings
Notes

1a Eliminate Redundant Waste Heat used for snowmelt pit 2,520 15,000

2a
Simplify Removable Aluminum Skate Ribbon Dasher Board 

Curb 
5,820 50,000

3a
Remove redundancy from  Site Grubbing and Clearing 

estimate 
15,000

3bi Replace Basalt columns with basalt boulders 825 25,000

3bii Civil Stormwater Design-Peer review 10,000 35,000
Fee allowance; peer review in 

progress 

4 Landscape Revisions

4ai   Replace West shrubs with turf

4aii   Replace River Rock-West of SkyRide with turf

4aiii   Reduce number of trees at Locust Lane

4aiv   Remove shrubs/add A/C paving at Locust Lane

  Add tree grates at Locust Lane

4av   Reuse planter wall south of Café

4avi   Change decomposed granite to bark

  Landscape subtotal 3,340 27,000

5
Change majority of concrete walkways to asphalt with 

concrete curb
9,280 125,000

9b  Make Queuing Canopy an add alternate 1,900 35,000

9ci Make Kitchen Equipment and add alternate 1,900 100,000

Total: 35,585 427,000

Schedule for completion 10/24/16
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