
North East Spokane 

Public Development Authority 
November 11, 2016 

1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 

Minutes – Approved 
Attendance 

NEPDA Members present:   Anthony Carollo, Richard Burris, Laura McAloon, Craig Riley, and Nicole Hydzik 

Staff present:  Melissa Owen, Tom Hendren  

Consultants present: Mike Stringer, Kyle Cotton, Morgan Shook 

Guests present: Drew Ulrick 

1:00 pm to 1:05 pm    Welcome and Introductions 

Discussion Items:   

1:05 pm to 2:00 pm EPA Area Wide Plan (Workshop) 

Mike Stringer of MFA gave a recap of grant work conducted and goal of infrastructure planning: 

 Interviews, refining the previous market assessment, refining 2015 infrastructure

assessment, reviewing catalyst sites;

 Establishing shovel ready projects that would complete the infrastructure system and

ready the area for future development; and,

 To be in a position to market this area for new investment when US 395 comes to

fruition.

Conversation included a discussed what the full plan will look. Mike noted that the infrastructure 

product is only part of the larger document. 

NEPDA was asked about results of a meeting with city staff and engineering earlier in the day 

that revealed a need to address and edit the timing of projects as presented in this draft update 

projects types to identify each as of regional or local significance. Members agreed with new 

timing and project type approach to provide greater flexibility.  

 Local would allow timing to be driven by local development

 Regionally significant projects would be considered for public funding and financing.

NEPDA member Richard Burris voiced specific concerns regarding a lack of strategy for 

intersections with Francis. Members discussed potential issues with four intersections at the 

northern Boundary of The YARD. Questions remain about the impact of four intersections (with 

only one controlled intersection at Freya and Francis) on the regional transportation network and 

its performance. Conversation included a request that Havana and Myrtle be removed from the 



priority project list for the purpose of this grant report. Additionally a request was made to 

include a recommendation that potential street vacations should be reviewed. 

NEPDA Member Craig Riley asked that the final document include a balanced level of detail so 

that we don’t tether a project to a report-specific scale and scope – include caveat that the 

project scale and scope have been included for the purpose of developing figures, but that these 

not represent a final design. Short term set of projects should have some additional detail while 

details for longer term projects should be vaguer.  

NEPDA would like to see Florida Street rise to a higher level of priority within the plan. 

Morgan Shook of Eco Northwest presented the funding and finance work conducted under the 

grant.    

Tax Increment Finance Districts (Community Revitalization Financing or CRF) is one option. 

Through implementation jurisdictions are willing to allocate a portion of the increased property 

tax to a particular area for particular project/s. Morgan ran multiple scenarios for CRF financing 

(multiple small districts versus one larger TIF District) and found that the YARD-wide district 

could raise 2 million based on current trajectory (conservative estimate). 

 CRF could be used to make a project more competitive when looking for other funding 

sources and this tool should be in place before large investment occurs in order to 

capture its fullest benefit. 

 There is flexibility in how the funding is used/implemented (bond, developer with 

payback using revenue) 

 Funds should be used as leverage and not as the sole source of funding. 

 It is possible to generate additional revenue if the county was willing to participate – A 

YARD CRF could generate up to an additional 30% if the county was willing to partner. 

2:00 pm to 2:05 pm Approval of October 2016 Minutes 

Motion to approve October 2016 Minutes was made by Richard Burris with MS by Craig Riley – 

all in favor with no objections, abstentions or discussion. 

2:05 pm to 2:10 pm Vacant Board Position Update 

Two applicants have now applied. The NEPDA can interview applicants should they choose and 

forward a recommendation to the Mayor’s office. The Mayor will then provide a 

recommendation to Spokane City Council where the Council may then take action to confirm a 

new business representative to the NEPDA Board.  

2:10 pm to 2:15 pm Grant Project Update - Community Wide Assessment (CWA) 

Staff evaluating the historic land use survey to identify priority properties for outreach re: 

assessment grant opportunities. 

2:15 pm to 2:20 pm One-one-One interviews  

Melissa provided the board with an update on these interviews and that a board annual self-

evaluation is also being developed. Melissa will provide Anthony and Nicole copies of the draft 

survey and assessment documents for their approval prior to moving forward with either 

process. 

2:20 pm to 2:25 pm December 9, 2016 NEPDA Workshop  

  Members would like to review 2016 accomplishments during the workshop 



2:25 pm to 2:40 pm Beacon Hill Discussion (Anthony and Nicole) 

Anthony and Nicole provided update on their meeting with Pete and Ellie re: Beacon Hill. 

Conversation included ideas for a promotional video. Melissa can ask if/how the City’s cable 5 

employees might assist in this kind of effort should the group wish to move this forward.  

2:40 pm to 2:44 pm Closing/Around the Room 

2:44 pm Meeting Adjourned      

 

 


