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Agenda Wording

An ordinance approving and confirming the 2024 assessments and assessment roll for the Downtown Parking
and Business Improvement Area, prepared under Ordinance C35377, as codified and amended in chapter

04.31C SMC.

Summary (Background)

City Council approved Resolution 2023-0087 giving notice of a public hearing on the 2024 Assessment Roll for
the Downtown Parking and Business Improvement Area (PBIA). The Assessment Roll reflecting the
assessments levied upon property owners located with the PBIA are on file in the Office of the City Clerk.
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Agenda Wording

Summary (Background)
To finance the programs authorized in the Downtown PBIA, the City levies an annual special assessment upon
real properties, multi-family residential, and mixed-use projects within the district. All ratepayers were sent

notice of assessments and the hearing date.
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Committee Agenda Sheet
Finance & Administration Committee

Submitting Department Planning Services, Community and Economic Development
Contact Name Amanda Beck

Contact Email & Phone abeck@spokanecity.org, x6414

Council Sponsor(s) Council Members Cathcart and Bingle

Select Agenda Item Type Consent [J Discussion Time Requested:

Agenda Item Name 2024 Downtown Business Improvement District Special Assessment

Summary (Background) The Downtown Spokane business improvement district (Downtown
BID) was established in 1995 to provide a variety of programs and
services in the downtown district, including security ambassadors,
marketing and promotions, parking and transportation programs,
maintenance services, special events, and economic development
support. The Downtown Spokane Partnership (DSP) administers and
operates these programs through a contract with the City of Spokane.
The BID collects an annual assessment from business and property
owners within the district to provide funding for programs and
services.

Chapter 04.31 SMC sets forth the annual process for assessing and
collecting assessments from ratepayers within the district. The annual
process includes the following steps:

e City Council sets an assessment roll hearing date by resolution;

e (City staff and the BID manager prepare the annual assessment
roll based on tax assessment information from the Spokane
County Assessor’s Office and formulas established in Chapter
04.31C SMC;

e City staff provide mailed notice to property owners and
identified on the assessment roll at least fifteen days prior to
the hearing;

e The City Council approves an assessment roll at the hearing;

e City staff carry out billing and collection of annual assessment
payments.

Proposed Council Action Approve Resolution setting date for assessment rolls ordinance public

hearing
Fiscal Impact
Total Cost:_
Approved in current year budget? [JYes [JNo N/A
Funding Source L] One-time Recurring [ N/A

Specify funding source: BID special assessments from Downtown ratepayers
Expense Occurrence [ One-time [ Recurring N/A

Other budget impacts: N/A
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Operations Impacts

What impacts would the proposal have on historically excluded communities?

In administering the BID contract, the Downtown Spokane Partnership is tasked with assisting existing
and potential businesses that want to be located with the Downtown BID, and this can include
women and minority owned businesses that benefit from an entity that manages district-wide
marketing and events to attract customers that support local Spokane businesses. Ratepayer Board
positions are designated by geography, business, and property type to ensure that a variety of
interests are well represented and guide decision making for the BID. This includes utilizing the
Security Ambassadors to complete additional vehicle and e-bike patrols to monitor for possible
mobility issues so that business owners, employees, and visitors are better able to access downtown.

How will data be collected, analyzed, and reported concerning the effect of the program/policy by
racial, ethnic, gender identity, national origin, income level, disability, sexual orientation, or other
existing disparities?

DSP, the BID contract manager, completes an annual management plan as part of the annual special
assessment process, which includes information on how the BID serves rate payers. No specific
information is broken down by racial, gender identity, or other metrics at this time. Feedback from
ratepayers to the Downtown BID Ratepayer Board is one avenue through which both the City and DSP
knows if ratepayers believe they are receiving services commensurate with the collected special
assessment.

How will data be collected regarding the effectiveness of this program, policy or product to ensure it is
the right solution?

Hosted events, grants to new businesses, and response calls from Clean & Green and the Security
Ambassadors teams, which are detailed in the BID management plan, provide data for effectiveness
of the Downtown BID. The ability to maintain, or expand, services as funded through the special
assessments would be a positive indicator that the BID is self-sufficient and appropriately servicing
ratepayers.

Describe how this proposal aligns with current City Policies, including the Comprehensive Plan,
Sustainability Action Plan, Capital Improvement Program, Neighborhood Master Plans, Council
Resolutions, and others?

Programs administered by the DSP support several strategies in the recently updated Spokane
Downtown Plan, such as energize streets and alleys that are activated for pedestrians (Live by Five,
509 Day, Welcome Back to Downtown) and supporting existing and emerging businesses downtown
(Strategy LWP2.3). The Downtown BID aligns with the vision and values of Comprehensive Plan
Chapter 7, Economic Development, and policy ED 1.2. This resolution sets the hearing for the
ordinance that confirms and approves the special assessment for 2024, thereby ensuring the
Downtown BID has the funds to provide ratepayer services established in their contract which
supports economic development focused specifically on downtown, a cultural and commercial
regional hub.
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ORDINANCE NO. C36478

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND CONFIRMING THE 2024 ASSESSMENTS
AND ASSESSMENT ROLL FOR THE DOWNTOWN SPOKANE PARKING AND
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT AREA, PREPARED UNDER ORDINANCE C-32923 AS
CODIFIED AND AMENDED IN CHAPTER 04.31 SMC.

WHEREAS, on October 9, 2023, the Spokane City Council passed Resolution
2023-0086 which provided notice and set a date for hearing on the assessments to be
levied under the above identified ordinance; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Resolution 2023-0086, a public hearing was held on
December 4, 2023 to take public testimony regarding the assessments and assessment
roll for the Downtown Spokane Parking and Business Improvement Area; and

WHEREAS, the assessment roles have been on file in the Office of the City Clerk
for public review and inspection; and

WHEREAS, the City Council, through this ordinance, intends to levy assessments
in the Downtown Spokane Business Improvement District to provide programs and
services, which will specifically benefit the businesses and properties in the District; and

THE CITY OF SPOKANE DOES ORDAIN:

Section 1. The 2024 assessments and the assessment roll of the Downtown
Spokane Parking and Business Improvement Area, established under Ordinance C-
32923, as codified and amended in Chapter 04.31 SMC, are hereby approved and
confirmed. The assessments and assessment roll are attached hereto, available in the
Office of the City Clerk and City Treasurer.

Section 2. Each of the businesses, as described in RCW 35.87A.020, lots, tracts,
and parcels of land and other property, including improvements thereon, muiti-family
residential, mixed-use projects as described in RCW 35.87A.020(4), hotels, motels,
government, and others, shown upon said rolls are hereby declared to be specially
benefited by the programs authorized in Ordinance C-32923, as amended, in at least the
amount levied against the same. The method of assessment is based upon the Special
Assessment Formula in Appendix A.

Section 3. Pursuant to SMC 04.31.100, the projects, programs, activities and
budget for the 2024 Downtown Parking and Business Improvement Area as presented to
the City Council are hereby approved and may be revised by the City Council pursuant
to a subsequent motion.

Downtown PBIA Ordinance
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Section 4. The City Clerk is hereby directed to certify and transmit the assessment
roll to the City Treasurer for collection, pursuant to City Ordinance and state law.

Section 5. That the assessments shown in the roll on file in the Office of the City
Clerk are due on January 31, 2024. The ratepayer may elect to make payments in two
installments with the first half of the assessment due and payable on the 31%' day of
January, 2024, and the second half of the assessment due and payable on the 315t day
of July, 2024. Prior to the due date, ratepayers shall be sent a bill stating the amount of
the assessment due and payable. If the assessment is not paid within thirty (30) days
after its due date, a delinquency charge shall be added in the amount of ten percent (10%)
of the assessment, not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100) in addition to the processing
fee. All assessments, or part thereof, shall also bear interest at the rate of twelve percent
(12%) per annum, or part thereof, of delinquency. Within thirty (30) days of the due
date(s), the City Treasurer or his/her designee shall send a late notice of the unpaid
assessment including the assessment of appropriate interest, penaity and fees. Interest,
penalties and other fees will be collected on any unpaid balance or portions thereof from
the date the account became due.

Any ratepayer, aggrieved by the amount of an assessment or delinquency charge,
shall request, within sixty (60) days of the assessment or charge, a meeting and/or
hearing before the Ratepayer Board, and, if not satisfied with the decision of the
Ratepayer Board, appeal within ten (10) days from the date of the decision, the matter de
novo, to the City’s Hearing Examiner, in the manner provided for in the City’s Municipal
Code. Failure to request a hearing shall result in a waiver of the right to challenge the
assessment.

Section 6. This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force from and after the
date of its passage.
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PASSED by the City Council on Dcu’,m\pe/r Ll, 2023
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