
 

Design Review Board – Meeting Minutes Draft 
 
November 20, 2019 
City Council Briefing Center 
Meeting called to order at 5:32 PM by Steven Meek 
 
Attendance: 

• Board Members Present: Anne Hanenburg, Grant Keller, Steven Meek (Chair), Kathy Lang (Vice-
Chair & CA Liaison), Ted Teske, Mark Brower, Chuck Horgan, Chad Schmidt 

• Board Members Not Present:   
• Quorum Present: Yes 
• Staff Members Present: Dean Gunderson, Taylor Berberich, Stephanie Bishop 

 
Public Comment:  

• None 
 
Briefing Session: 
Chair Report – Steven Meek 

• None 
Secretary Report – Dean Gunderson 

• Proposals for new design guidelines due this Friday, selection Monday afternoon, and contract 
drawn up and sent through DocuSign by the administration imposed deadline of November 30th. 
 

 

Board Business: 

Approval of Minutes: Minutes from the November 13, 2019 meeting approved unanimously after a 
correction of Chad Schmidt’s name in the Attendance section.  The correction changed “Chuck” to 
“Chad”. 

** Grant Keller arrived at 5:36 PM. 

Old Business:  
• Dean Gunderson reported on his and Kathy Lang’s presentation to Riverside Neighborhood 

Council about the DRB process and web page.  
New Business:  

• There have been two nominations for the new DRB Chair.  The position would be from Jan 1, 
2019-December 31, 2019.  There will be paper ballot voting on January 15th, but additional 
nominations will still be taken. 

Changes to Agenda:  
• None 

 
 

Workshops: 
1. Collaborative Workshop for Riverside Commons 

** Chuck Horgan recused himself. 
** Amanda Paulson (a member of the Spokane Historic Landmarks Commission) joined the board 
members to participate in discussions but not motions or votes. 
• Staff Report: Taylor Berberich  
• Applicant Presentation: George Knight 
• Questions asked and answered 
• Discussion ensued 

 
Based on review of the materials submitted by the applicant and discussion during the November 
20, 2019 Collaborative Workshop the Design Review Board recommends the following advisory 
actions: 



 
 

Neighborhood 
 

1. The applicant is encouraged to explore both vertical and horizontal articulation 
along Riverside Avenue, Browne Street, and the alley in regards to pedestrian 
interaction.  

Please see the following Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies: LU 2.1 Public 
Realm Features, LU 5.5 Compatible Development, DP 2.5 Character of the Public 
Realm, and DP 4.2 Street Life.  

Please see the following Downtown Plan Strategies: 2.2 BUILT FORM AND 
CHARACTER. 

Please see the following Downtown Design Guidelines: A-1 Respond to the Physical 
Environment, B-1 Respond to the Neighborhood Context, and C-1 Promote Pedestrian 
Interaction, C-2 Design Façades at Many Scales, C-6 Develop Alley Facades, and C-7 
Install Pedestrian-Friendly Materials at Street Level.  

2. The applicant is encouraged to continue evaluating the facades of the building to 
better reflect compatibility with the character of the neighborhood through 
material and color palette, and articulation of building planes. 

Please see the following Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies: LU 2.1 Public 
Realm Features, LU 5.5 Compatible Development, DP 2.5 Character of the Public 
Realm, and DP 2.6 Building and Site Design.  

Please see the following Downtown Plan Strategies: 2.2 BUILT FORM AND 
CHARACTER. 

Please see the following Downtown Design Guidelines: A-1 Respond to the Physical 
Environment, B-1 Respond to the Neighborhood Context, B-3 Reinforce the Urban Form 
and Architectural Attributes of the Immediate Area, C-2 Design Façades at Many Scales, 
and D-3 Respect Historic Features that Define Spokane.  

Site 
 

3. The applicant is encouraged to explore clustering street trees and working with 
urban forestry to maximize quantity of trees on the site. 

Please see the following Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies: LU 2.1 Public 
Realm Features, DP 2.5 Character of the Public Realm, DP 2.6 Building and Site Design, 
DP 2.15 Urban Trees and Landscape Areas, DP 4.2 Street Life, and NE 12.1 Street 
Trees.  

Please see the following Downtown Plan Strategies: 2.4 OPEN SPACE, PUBLIC 
REALM AND STREETSCAPES. 

Please see the following Downtown Design Guidelines: C-1 Promote Pedestrian 
Interaction, D-1 Provide Inviting and Usable Open Space, and D-2 Enhance the Building 
with Landscaping.  

Building 
 

4. The applicant is encouraged to articulate the first story of the building through 
relief, masonry detailing, and glazing. 

Please see the following Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies: LU 2.1 Public 
Realm Features, LU 5.5 Compatible Development, DP 2.6 Building and Site Design, and 
DP 4.2 Street Life. 



 
Please see the following Downtown Plan Strategies: 2.2 BUILT FORM AND 
CHARACTER, and 2.4 OPEN SPACE, PUBLIC REALM AND STREETSCAPES. 

Please see the following Downtown Design Guidelines: B-1 Respond to the 
Neighborhood Context, B-3 Reinforce the Urban Form and Architectural Attributes of the 
Immediate Area, and C-7 Install Pedestrian-Friendly Materials at Street Level 

5. The applicant is encouraged to accentuate the southeast corner of the building to 
capture principle views. 

Please see the following Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies: LU 2.1 Public 
Realm Features, DP 2.5 Character of the Public Realm, DP 2.6 Building and Site Design, 
DP 2.12 Infill Development, and DP 4.2 Street Life. 

Please see the following Downtown Plan Strategies: 2.2 BUILT FORM AND 
CHARACTER. 

Please see the following Downtown Design Guidelines: A-2 Enhance the Skyline, B-1 
Respond to the Neighborhood Context, B-4 Design a Well-proportioned and Unified 
Building, C-4 Reinforce Building Entries, and D-4 Provide Elements that Define the Place. 

6. The applicant is encouraged to develop the north façade to be treated as a 
primary view elevation. 

Please see the following Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies: LU 2.1 Public 
Realm Features, DP 2.5 Character of the Public Realm, DP 2.6 Building and Site Design, 
and DP 2.12 Infill Development.  

Please see the following Downtown Plan Strategies: 2.2 BUILT FORM AND 
CHARACTER. 

Please see the following Downtown Design Guidelines: A-2 Enhance the Skyline, B-4 
Design a Well-proportioned and Unified Building, C-6 Develop the Alley Façade, and D-4 
Provide Elements that Define the Place.  

 

7. The applicant shall provide details of an integrated solution for the individual 
units’ HVAC systems.   

Please see the following Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies: LU 2.1 Public 
Realm Features, DP 2.5 Character of the Public Realm, DP 2.6 Building and Site Design, 
and DP 2.12 Infill Development.  

Please see the following Downtown Plan Strategies: 2.2 BUILT FORM AND 
CHARACTER. 

Please see the following Downtown Design Guidelines: B-4 Design a Well-
proportioned and Unified Building 

8. Where provided, the applicant shall ensure that the overhead weather canopies 
are for the protection of pedestrians. 

Please see the following Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies: LU 2.1 Public 
Realm Features, DP 2.5 Character of the Public Realm, DP 2.12 Infill Development, and 
DP 4.2 Street Life. 

Please see the following Downtown Plan Strategies: 2.4 OPEN SPACE, and PUBLIC 
REALM AND STREETSCAPES. 

Please see the following Downtown Design Guidelines: C-1 Promote Pedestrian 
Interaction, and C-5 Consider Providing Overhead Weather Protection.  

9. The applicant is encouraged to explore the application of art on site, and research 
potential grants and funding sources. 



 
Please see the following Comprehensive Plan Goals and Policies: LU 2.1 Public 
Realm Features, DP 2.5 Character of the Public Realm, DP 4.2 Street Life, and SH 3.4 
One Percent for Arts 

Please see the following Downtown Plan Strategies: 2.4 OPEN SPACE, and PUBLIC 
REALM AND STREETSCAPES. 

Please see the following Downtown Design Guidelines: C-1 Promote Pedestrian 
Interaction, and D-4 Provide Elements that Define the Place. 

 
 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:54 PM 
 
Next Design Review Board Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, December 11, 2019  
 
 


