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ORDINANCE NO. C36204

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO DESIGN GUIDELINES; AMENDING SMC
SECTION 17G.040.020; AND ADOPTING NEW DESIGN GUIDELINES.

WHEREAS, through Chapter 04.13 of the Spokane Municipal Code, the City has
established a Design Review Board to ensure that development projects subject to design
review are consistent with adopted design guidelines and help to implement the City’s
Comprehensive Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City of Spokane has adopted three types of development review
criteria that guide development of the built environment — (i) Development Standards, (ii)
Design Standards, and (iii) Design Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, the focus of the Design Review Board is on ensuring the projects are
consistent with Design Guidelines, whereas Development Standards and Design Standards
are generally administered by development services staff, department directors, or the
hearing examiner, depending on the permit application type; and

WHEREAS, the City has yet to adopt Design Guidelines for a number of project
types that trigger the Design Review Process, including skywalks located above public
ways, public projects or structures, and any other project subject to design review as
required by code; and

WHEREAS, the City finds that it necessary to update its design review regulations
to provide the Design Review Board with the necessary tools to (i) improve communication
and participation among developers, neighbors, and the City early in the design and siting
of new development projects subject to design review, (i1) ensure that projects subject to
design review under the Spokane Municipal Code are consistent with adopted design
guidelines and help implement the City’s comprehensive plan, (iii) advocate for the
aesthetic quality of Spokane’s public realm, (iv) encourage design and site planning that
responds to context, enhances pedestrian characteristics, considers sustainable design
practices, and helps make Spokane a desirable place to live, work, and visit, and (v) provide
flexibility in the application of development standards as allowed through development
standard departures; and

WHEREAS, the City Council adopts the foregoing as its findings of fact justifying
its adoption of this ordinance; therefore

THE CITY OF SPOKANE DOES ORDAIN:
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Section 1. That Title 17 SMC is amended to include new design guidelines for the
following project types currently subject to design review.

A. Public Projects and Structures.
1. See Exhibit A
B. Skywalks.
1. See Exhibit B
C. Citywide
1. See Exhibit C
Section 2. That section 17G.040.020 is amended as follows:
Section 17G.040.020 Development and Applications Subject to Design Review

Development Applications Subject to Design Review. The board shall review the design
elements of the following developments and/or project permit applications:

A. All public projects or structures. Such design reviews shall be conducted using the
Public Projects and Structures Design Guidelines.

(B-Shoreli lisional applications.)

((©)) B. Skywalks ((appheatiens)) over a public right-of-way. Such design reviews
shall be conducted using the Skywalks Design Guidelines.

((P)) C. Projects seeking a design departure per chapter 17G.030 SMC, Design
Departures, SMC 17G.030.030, Review Process. Unless such projects would
otherwise be subject to another set of design guidelines, such design reviews shall be
conducted using the Citywide Design Guidelines.

((E)) D. Within downtown zones. Such design reviews within the downtown zones
shall be conducted using the Downtown Design Guidelines:

1. Within the central area identified on the Downtown Design Review
Threshold Map 17G.040-M1:

a. New buildings and structures greater than twenty-five thousand square
feet.

b. Modification of more than twenty-five percent (at minimum three
hundred square feet) of a building facade visible from an adjacent
street.
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2. Within the perimeter area identified on the Downtown Design Review
Threshold Map 17G.040-M1:

a. New buildings and structures greater than fifty thousand square feet.

b. Modification of more than twenty-five percent (at minimum three
hundred square feet) of a building fagade visible from an adjacent
street.

3. Within the gateway areas identified on the Downtown Design Review
Threshold Map 17G.040-M1:

a. All new buildings and structures.

b. Modification of more than twenty-five percent (at minimum three
hundred square feet) of a building fagade fronting on a designated
gateway street or within one hundred feet of an intersection with a
gateway street.

4. Sidewalk encroachment by private use. Unless such projects would
otherwise be subject to another set of design guidelines, such design
reviews shall be conducted using the Citywide Design Guidelines.

((F)) E. Within Centers & Corridors zones, ((applieation)) requests for ((Pesign
Departures)) design deviations from the Design Standards and Guidelines for

Centers and Corridors. Such design reviews shall be conducted using the
Citywide Design Guidelines.

F. Mini-storage Facilities, when required under SMC 17C.350.040. Such desien
reviews shall be conducted using the Mini-Storage Design Guidelines,

((H)) G. Other developments or projects listed within the Unified Development Code
that require design review. Unless such projects would otherwise be subject to
another set of design guidelines, such design reviews shall be conducted using the
Citywide Design Guidelines.

=

Anv development proposal about which the planning director or hearing
examiner requests to have the board’s advice pertaining to any design elements.
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((6)) 1. Any ((ether-developmentpropesal-or)) planning study about which the plan

commission, or planning director ((-er-hearing-examiner)) requests to have the
board’s advice pertaining to any design elements.

Section 3. Severability Clause. If a section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, or
phrase of this ordinance is declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason, the decision
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.

Passed by the City Council on M M g 2 ‘7\0;3\

Vs

Council President

Attest: Approved as to form:
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Findings of Fact, Conclusion, and Recommendation
Design Guidelines Ordinances

RECOMMENDATION:

In the matter of the amendment to the Unified Development Code proposed by the New Design
Guidelines Project, by a vote of 8 to 0, the Plan Commission recommends to the Spokane City
Council the approval of the proposed amendments to the Spokane Municipal Code and adopt
design guidelines for Public Projects and Structures, Skywalks, and Citywide as proposed by the
New Design Guidelines Project. The proposed amendments would repeal SMC Sections
12.02.0450, 12.02.0425.C, 12.02.0460, 12.02.0462, 12.02.0464.A, and 12.02.0474; amend SMC
Sections 17G.040.020, 12.02.0405.C, 12.02.0410.B(2), 12.02.0424, 12.02.0470, 12.02.0476,
08.02.0665, 17G.030.020, 17G.060.070, and 17G.060.170; and add SMC Chapter 17C.255
containing Sections 17C.255.010, 17C.255.015, 17C.255.500, 17C.255.510, 17C.255.515,
17C.255.520, 17C.255.525, and 17C.255.530.

Greqory F Fascls

GregotyF Fraliis (Apr 14, 2022 19:15 PDT)

Greg Francis, Vice-President
Spokane Plan Commission

Apr 14,2022
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