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Waste to Energy Diversion

* Recyclingis the highest-value use for #1 (PET), #5
(PP), and paper cups

 These materials have established markets and PERr .
processing capacity ource Reduction or Reuse
Waste to Energy
Recovery

Leadership & Policy

 Waste-to-Energy remains critical for materials that
cannot be recycled

* Diverting recyclables:
* Preserves WTE capacity for true residual waste
* Reduces combustion of recoverable commodities
* Supports material recovery and circular use

* Aligns with the City’s waste hierarchy and climate
goals




Environmental & Climate Benefits

* Investing in the right outcomes

* Lower lifecEcle greenhouse gas emissions
Recycling PET (polyethylene terephthalate), PP (polypropylene),
and fiber avoids energy-intensive virgin production

* Reduced combustion of recyclable materials
Limits direct carbon release from burning recoverable
commodities

* Protects material value . _
Keﬁps plastics and fiber in productive use rather than becoming
as

* Leverages prior investment
The City helped fund modern sorting infrastructure to recover
these materials

* Doing the right thing, the right way
Using existing capacity to prioritize recycling where it delivers
greater environmental benefit
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