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Meeting Objectives

• Share review draft Climate Risk & Vulnerability Assessment (CRVA)

• Gather input on review draft CRVA

• Summarize next steps
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Project Updates
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Climate Resiliency - Phase 1 Tasks

Step 1
Explore Climate 
Impacts & 
Climate Justice

Step 2
Audit Plan and 
Policies

Step 3
Assess Risk and 
Vulnerability

Step 4
Climate Policy: 
revise, adapt, 
develop new

Step 5
Integrate goals 
and policies

Phase 1 Phase 2

Steps and Pathways to Integrate Resilience into Comprehensive Plan

Phase 1 grant due June 15
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Project Schedule

DRAFT GOALS & 
POLICIES 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
JUSTICE MEMO

KICK OFF

DATA GATHERING

GAP ANALYSIS

EVALUATE IMPACTS

CLIMATE 

VULNERABILITY & 

RISK ASSESSMENT

GHG INVENTORY

Resilience 
Goals & 
PoliciesPR

O
JE

CT
 

AC
TI

VI
TY

Q2 2024 Q3 & Q4 2024 Q1 & Q2 2025 Q3 & Q4 2025 Q1 2026

Understand Current 
Perspective

• Committee meetings 
& staff interviews

• Community wide 
survey & workshop

Develop a Shared 
Vision

• Committee Meetings

• Focus groups

• Table at events & 
community outreach

• Staff interviews

Develop & Refine 
Based on Feedback

• Focus groups

Engagement
Plan

CO
M
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U

N
IT

Y 
EN

G
AG

EM
EN

T

• Form CTAC & CRSB 

• CTAC meeting 5/29

• Table at events (Expo)

Finalize Based on 
Feedback

• Online open house
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People Centered Approach

• CTAC & Staff Interviews
• Tribal Engagement 

Workgroup
• Survey
• Workshop
• Focus Groups

…Integrated into CRVA
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• Synthesizes Exposure, Sensitivity 
and Adaptive Capacity

• Provides Public Comment Features

Climate Vulnerability Index
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CRVA Draft Discussion
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Section-by-section discussion

For each section/sector, we will share content overview and then 
discuss: 
• Did any findings stand out to you for the different sections/sectors?

• Is there a particular section/sector that is of high priority?

• Are there any community impacts that need additional attention?

• Does the CRVA prompt ideas for future policies/strategies in Phase 2?

9
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Introduction & CRVA Methodology

• Executive Summary
• Introduction

oPurpose

oSectors

oClimate Justice Context

• CRVA Methodology
oClimate Vulnerability 

Framework

oClimate Vulnerability Index

oEngagement

oClimate Hazards and Impacts



| May 22, 2025

People Centered Approach

Climate Hazards & Impacts
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Changing Climate Trends & Vulnerable 
Populations

• Vulnerable Populations
• Climate Risk and 

Vulnerability results
oClimate Risks and 

Vulnerabilities by Location

oHow to interpret the sector 
results

Climate Vulnerability Index Blocks with Very High Vulnerability 
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• Did any findings stand 
out to you for the 
different sections/ 
sectors?

• Is there a particular 
section/sector that is 
of high priority?

• Are there any 
community impacts 
that need additional 
attention?

• Does the CRVA 
prompt ideas for 
future policies/ 
strategies in Phase 2?
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Sectors 
The CRVA process assesses climate risk to key community assets including, social, cultural, 
economic and environmental assets across the five sectors. 

Cultural & Natural Resources

Community Design, Land Use, 
and Economic Development

Human Well Being / 
Emergency Management

Ecosystems & Water Resources

Infrastructure
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Discussion: Human 
Wellbeing and 
Emergency 
Management

Did any findings stand out to you for 
the different sections/sectors?

Is there a particular section/sector 
that is of high priority?

Are there any community impacts 
that need additional attention?

Does the CRVA prompt ideas for 
future policies/strategies in Phase 2?
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Discussion: Cultural 
and Natural 
Resources
Did any findings stand out to you for 
the different sections/sectors?

Is there a particular section/sector 
that is of high priority?

Are there any community impacts 
that need additional attention?

Does the CRVA prompt ideas for 
future policies/strategies in Phase 2?
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Discussion: 
Infrastructure
Did any findings stand out to you for 
the different sections/sectors?

Is there a particular section/sector 
that is of high priority?

Are there any community impacts 
that need additional attention?

Does the CRVA prompt ideas for 
future policies/strategies in Phase 2?
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Discussion: 
Ecosystems
Did any findings stand out to you for 
the different sections/sectors?

Is there a particular section/sector 
that is of high priority?

Are there any community impacts 
that need additional attention?

Does the CRVA prompt ideas for 
future policies/strategies in Phase 2?
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Discussion: Com. 
Design, Land Use, & 
Econ. Development
Did any findings stand out to you for 
the different sections/sectors?

Is there a particular section/sector 
that is of high priority?

Are there any community impacts 
that need additional attention?

Does the CRVA prompt ideas for 
future policies/strategies in Phase 2?
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Next Steps
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Next Steps

CRVA Preparation and Staff, CTAC, CSRB & TEG 
Review

Final CRVA June 15, 2025

Preparing for Phase 2!
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Join Us In Community 
Conversation!
Stay up-to-date and submit comments on the project!

https://my.spokanecity.org/climateplanning
EngagementHQ webpage 

climateplanning@spokanecity.org 

PlanSpokane monthly newsletter 

https://my.spokanecity.org/climateplanning
mailto:climateplanning@spokanecity.org
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Thank you!
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Appendix: Glossary of Terms

• Adaptation: The process of adjusting to new (climate) conditions in 
order to reduce risks and harm.

• Climate Resilience: The ongoing process of anticipating, preparing for, 
and adapting to changes in climate and minimizing negative impacts to 
our natural systems, infrastructure, and communities.

• Climate Risk and Vulnerability Assessment (CRVA): A tool for data 
analysis to identify the likelihood of future climate hazards and their 
potential impacts for cities and their communities, both of which 
contribute to overall climate risk.
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Appendix: Glossary of Terms

• Overburdened Community: A geographic area where vulnerable populations face multiple 
environmental harms and health impacts, and frequently includes lower-income residents. 

• Vulnerable Populations: Vulnerable populations are groups that are more likely to be at 
higher risk for poor health outcomes in response to environmental harms due to adverse 
socioeconomic factors (including unemployment, high housing and transportation costs 
relative to income, limited access to nutritious food and adequate health care, linguistic 
isolation) and sensitivity factors (including disabilities and other causes for higher rates of 
hospitalization). Vulnerable populations include, but are not limited to, racial and ethnic 
minorities, low-income populations, disabled communities, and other populations 
disproportionately impacted by environmental harms.
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Appendix: 
Engagement Results
Community Climate Planning Survey 

o Key Takeaways:

• Of those who provided their race, a higher percentage of survey takers are members of 
identified vulnerable populations than the City of Spokane population as a whole

• 23.74% have been impacted by wildfires while 72.49% have been impacted by smoke

• Incomes of $28,000 or less indicated a significantly higher rate of being impacted by extreme 
heat and extreme cold 

• Ages 24 and younger indicated a significantly higher rate of having their mental health 
impacted by climate hazards 

• Suggested climate solutions included increased recycling and compost services, more trees, 
fire planning, financial incentives for home improvements, and ongoing series/interactive 
community education with information on how to be more sustainable/resilient

1,573 total responses
Full survey analysis 

available:
my.spokanecity.org/climateplanning
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Appendix: 
Engagement Results
Earth Day Community 
Workshop 
Key Takeaways:
• Attendees were at least somewhat concerned with climate impacts.
• Of the six climate pollution reduction action categories, alternative 

transportation options and protect green spaces and trees 
received the most support.

• Of the eight climate resilience action categories: preserve, restore, 
and expand nature received the most support

• Comunuty actions that were most supported include: support local, 
sustainable food systems and organize your community.

• There were a few action ideas that were common among the 
attendees including:

• Increased bike and pedestrian infrastructure, and ensuring 
current systems are safe

• Expanding public transportation infrastructure and promoting 
comprehensive connectivity

• Supporting infill and mixed use development to reduce sprawl
• Promoting water conservation

15+ community 
members joined 

Open-House format 
with 4 stations
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Appendix: 
Engagement Results
Focus Groups 
• Key Takeaways:

o Youth emphasized concerns about not being able to go outdoors, social 
isolation, and mental health impacts. They want to see more transportation 
options like bus service.

o NE Spokane residents are concerned about being stuck indoors and 
especially for older residents and those with health conditions and 
disabilities. They want to see more meaningful investments in trees, transit, 
bike/walking infrastructure, energy efficiency and air filters, and more.

o Climate Justice representatives from several environmental justice and 
community-based organizations joined the focus group. Many raised 
concerns about lack of access to cooling centers and poor housing 
conditions. They shared that community barriers to climate resilience 
include language and accessibility, economic hardship, and disinvestment. 

3 focus groups: 
Youth (12),  

NE Spokane (15), and 
Climate Justice (8)
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Appendix: Engagement Update

• Climate Resilience and Sustainability Board meeting May 22

• Tribal Engagement Workgroup met on Feb 28, March 26 and 
April 30, meeting in May & June

• Upcoming:

• Phase 2 Engagement Planning 
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