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«wi#2z: of a changing climate.

Our Mission

Informed by an abiding
commitment to a just society
and care for the planet, the
Gonzaga Institute for Climate,
Water, and the Environment

engages in regional capacity 0

building, scholarship, and InStltUte
teaching to promote the for C|imate
flourishing of inland ?

northwest communities, Water, and the
waters, and lands in the face Environment




Dante Jester (they/them/ella)

Birthplace: Wenatchee Valley

* Homeplace: Spokane

e BA in Peace Studies

e MSc Climate Change and Development

 Farmer by birth
e Returned Peace Corps Volunteer

 C(Climate Resilience Program Manager



Mary Condon (she/her/her
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Birthplace: Spokane, WA

* BA Philosophy, BA Spanish, BS
Psychology (Ul)

 MA International Affairs (JHU)

e Former Division | athlete

 Returned Peace Corps Volunteer



The Catalyzing
Event:

2021 Northwest
Heat Dome

157 heat-related Rl
deaths in WA ;- L

19 heat-related :
deaths in Spokane
s County




Afternoon Temperatures in Spokane from 3 - 4 PM

North Indian
Trail

- Chicl Garry Park




Climate Resilience
Project
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Heat Survey

UHI research

Heat Symposium

Cooling Resources Map

SNAP cooling fund

Heat ed campaign

Heat ordinance

City Heat Plan




Spokane Community Resilience Collaborative

« Founded in April 2024
15 member organizations

 Goal 1: Develop city-wide extreme
heat and wildfire smoke plans for

Spokane
Goal 2: Develop a building-level tool ‘.
Spokane organizations can use to ARL NIV . '
develop their own smoke and heat CENTER ‘ Etggtfhfgggﬂﬂ% “
plans - @ 0o T
- Goal 3: Create a summer resource A ’
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guide for Spokane residents Spokane /,@ - 7
Clean Air %m

/Y ¥

MRS
R SPORANE



oy e
-
R I,

Extreme Heat and Wildfi
: _ Ire Sm :
Listening to Our Community oke:



Have you ever experienced any of the
following health conditions due to
heat? (n=1327)

Discomfort

Spokane Community
Heat exhaustion Survey:
Experiences and

Perceptions of Extreme
Heat cramps Heat

Fainting/dizzy

Not experienced any

il Heat stroke




Biological/genetic factors

Employment
Housing Housing
status location

Recreation habits

Economic Insurance
status status

Race/ethnicity

Immigration &
documentation status

status

Incarceration

Service implementation _ Societal
(inc. funding & capacity) Risk expectations &
communication awareness of heat

l;::gg:;i?;"w Politit_:al )
polarization of
societal challenges *__
(e.g., climate
change,

homelessness)

Government
collaboration

English

procienty gggg:g;ml:;i‘::: & Information sources ”\%
Individual Government Society
Trusti W?rker. lzrﬂection
rustin icy & code -
authority 'zgfoc:cement Broader societal

conditions impact on

local community (e.g.,

COVID-19,

Housing instability immigration)

is related to past &

present policy & /

code enforcement ,
Societal roles & 7 [

. norms (e.g., gender /

Evl;lencel-based policy roles, generational 4

and participatory norms) 2 it/

policymaking — A /

Oppression, racism, < a/

discrimination, &
marginalization




Less than half of responding East Central community members are familiar with the symptoms and risk
factors associated with smoke- or heat-related illness.

% familiar with smoke-related symptoms and risk % familiar with heat-related symptoms and risk
factors (n=69) factors (n=69)

Extremely familiar .
Extremely familiar

Very familiar
Very familiar

Moderately familiar -
Moderately familiar

Slightly familiar _ N
Slightly familiar

Not familiar at all N
Not familiar at all




Insights from Community-Engaged Research:

Heat

* Engage in long-term climate action planning
* Prioritize nature-based long-term solutions

* Share heat health risk and exposure reduction
information

* Financial assistance for home weatherization

e Establish safe locations for community members to go
during extreme heat events



Insights from Community-Engaged Research:

Smoke

* Share wildfire smoke health risk & exposure reduction
educational materials
* Increase access to portable air filters/home weatherization
materials
* Distribute protective action guidelines associated with AQ]
* During wildfire smoke events
" Provide clean air spaces
" Promote responsible recreation
* Engage in long-term climate resilience planning

P =-



* Outline coordination plans for ~ ° Equitable resource access and

before, during, and after extreme prioritization of risk reduction
heat and wildfire smoke events

Institute for Climate,
Water, and the Environmen
Institute for Climate,
Water, and the Environmen

* Preparedness
* Response

* Recovery =
* Mitigation Spokane
Extreme Heat
Wildfire Smoke Plan
55=- 2025-2030
&N
=, 00



Examples of proposed activities:

P =-

Update city activation thresholds for heat and smoke
Host educational workshops and trainings

Establish a resilience hub network

Update household preparedness kits

Provide low-cost transportation on dangerous days
Increase accessibility for residential HVAC systems
Update building codes

Expand urban tree canopy and ventilation corridors



Timeline

e June 2025: Launch as "proposals"

e Summer 2025: Outreach to community organizations for
plan feedback and contributions

* Fall 2025: Comprehensive plan review

* Fall 2025-Spring 2026: Revisions made to move from
proposals to plan
o "Recommendations” --> "Action items"
o "Potential partners" --> "Responsible actors"

e Summer 2026: Updated plans launch



Spokane Community Resilience
Hub Network
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Gonzaga's Climate Institute plans to make Spokane
more bearable in extreme climate events with $20
million EPA grant

By Colton Rasanen
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SOUTH PERRY
Community Center

Base model utilized fom wiw-cgtrader. com

-Art & Performance Spaces
-Meeting & Gathering Space
-Maker Space

Solar Backup
Generator

Floor 2
-Computer Lab & Printing
-Commerical Kitchen
-Storage Roomis)
-Event Space

Floor 1
| -Accessibility Features
-Childcare & Afterschool
-Mursing & Changing Station
-Food Distribution

Shade Trees for
Heat Mitigatian

W

Accessibility Ramps
Throughout

Bike Racks

Accessible Public Transport

Young Kwak photo
Spokane Public Library's Central branch will become a “relief hub” under a new plan from Gonzaga's Climate
Institute.

Services + Communications Building + Operations
Programming 2 Landscape

Childcare & Afterschool Computer Lab & Printing Changing & Nursing Room Solar Power Accessibility Ramps Throughout
Commercial Kitchen Walkie-Talkies for Site Gender Neutral Battery Backup System Accessible Restrooms

Food Storage & Distribution Emergency Comms Equipment  Shade Trees for Heat Mitigation Possible Generator Hearing & Visual Support
Art Studio & Performance Space  CERT Training & CERT 11 Bike Parking and Storage Shower & Bathroom Facilities
Event and Gathering Space EV Charging Station Maintenance Training Space
Storage Space & Maker Space Accessible Public Transit Local Job Training & Support
Health & Mental Health Spaces Gym & Playground

Maker Spaces & Toolshare

urban sustainability
directors network

USDN



Level 3

Emergency Hub
(0)

e All of level 2 functions plus serve as an overnight,
powered, supply-equipped emergency shelter.

e Food preparation space.

e Staff have a formal connection to City and County
emergency managers.

Level 2

Relief Hub
(5)

e Level 1 plus, serve as daytime heating/cooling and cleaner-
air center.

* Solar, battery backup, & high-quality HVAC filtering PM, ..
» Device charging, basic first aid, and a list of local resources.
* Connection w/ City & County emergency management.

Level 1

Engagement Hub
(10)

e Display community resilience hub decal.
* Display/distribute literature on climate preparedness.

e Host 1+ Climate Institute training annually on climate
resilience.

* N95 masks and bottled water.




Opportunities for engagement from CRSB

 Updating City activation thresholds for extreme heat and poor
air quality response

e Support for renters and landlords to improve AC access

* AC considerations for upcoming construction projects

 Promotion of the Spokane Community Resilience
Collaborative

* Providing feedback on city extreme heat and wildfire smoke
JERE
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Questions and discussion

Jester@gonzaga.edu
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