ORDINANCE NO. C36080

AN ORDINANCE amending the City of Spokane's Comprehensive Plan by
repealing “Fast Forward Spokane Downtown Plan Update” passed on December 22,
2008; and adopting a new subarea plan, “Spokane Downtown Plan.”

WHEREAS, the Washington State Legislature passed the Growth Management
Act (GMA) in 1990 requiring, among other things, the development of new comprehensive
plans for cities such as Spokane (chapter 36.70A RCW); and

WHEREAS, in compliance with the GMA, the City of Spokane adopted a
Comprehensive Plan on May 21, 2001; and

WHEREAS, the GMA generally limits the frequency of amendments of
comprehensive plans, but provides an exception for the initial adoption of a subarea plan
(RCW 36.70A.130(2)(a)); and

WHEREAS, downtown Spokane has undergone dramatic growth, revitalization,
and related planning efforts over the past decade resulting in significantly changed
circumstances, community vision, and sustainable economic growth, creating the need
for a new subarea plan consistent with public input; and

WHEREAS, the City of Spokane Comprehensive Plan designates downtown as
the City’s only Regional Center and directs resources towards planning the growth and
development of this center; and

WHEREAS, this update to the City’'s downtown specific plan is intended to
stimulate economic activity by providing guidance for future development and design,
support an active community through the provision of pedestrian and bicycle facilities,
create new housing choices to attract population growth, preserve and enhance historic
character, enhance economic, social, and cultural opportunities for the city and region,
and work towards sustainable growth for Downtown; and

WHEREAS, the downtown planning area boundary has been expanded to the east
to include all portions of the 2020 South University District Subarea Plan under Ordinance
C35925 and Resolution 2020-0060; and

WHEREAS, in 2019, the City of Spokane and the Downtown Spokane Partnership
(“DSP”) agreed to replace “Fast Forward Spokane: Downtown Plan Update” providing a
vision and a new set of goals and recommendations for Downtown in a manner consistent
with public input; and

WHEREAS, the City complied with RCW 36.70A.370 in the process of developing
and adopting this subarea plan; and

WHEREAS, as outlined in RCW 36.70A.035 the public participation requirements
of the GMA were met through information provided to the community through postings on
the City’s website; through the formation of a steering committee comprised of business
representatives, residents, downtown employees, community organizations, and others
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