
Committee Members: 
Greta Gilman – Chair  
Sally Lodato 
Hannah Kitz 
Kevin Brownlee 
Doug Kelley 

The Land Committee meeting will be held in-person in the Spokane Public Library, Shadle Park 
Library Conference Room, 2111 W Wellesley Ave, Spokane WA 99205 and virtually via WebEx 
at 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 01, 2024. Committee members, staff, and presenters still have the 
option to participate virtually via WebEx during all meetings. 

The public may listen to the meeting by calling 408-418-9388 and entering access code 2485 446 
3558, when prompted.  

Written public comment may be submitted via email or mail. Comments must be received no later 
than 11:30 a.m. May 01 by email to: spokaneparks@spokanecity.org or mail to: Spokane Park 
Board, 5th floor City Hall, 808 West Spokane Falls Blvd., Spokane, Washington 99201. Submitted 
public comments will be presented to committee members prior to the meeting. 

AGENDA 
Call to order – Greta Gilman  

Public comment – Greta Gilman 

Action Items:  

1. One-year renewal of Electric City, Inc. on-call electrician contract for all park locations 
($100,000) – Al Vorderbrueggen 

2. One-year renewal of McKinstry Co. on-call plumbing contract for all park locations 
($150,000) – Al Vorderbrueggen 

Discussion Items:  

1. Public Access, Roadway, and Park Improvement Partnership at Dwight Merkel Sports 
Complex ($TBD) – Todd Whipple & Nick Hamad 

2. Proposal for new public river access point at Iron Bridge – River Forum & Nick Hamad 

Unfinished Business Items: 

Standing Report Items: 

Adjournment 

Spokane Park Board Land Committee 
3:30 p.m. Wed., May 01, 2024 

In-person: Shadle Park Library Conference Room 
2111 W Wellesley Ave, Spokane WA 99205  

WebEx virtual meeting:  
Call-in: 408-418-9388; Access code: 2485 446 3558 

Al Vorderbrueggen – Operations Director 

mailto:spokaneparks@spokanecity.org


Agenda Subject to Change 

 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) INFORMATION:  The City of Spokane is committed to providing 
equal access to its facilities, programs and services for persons with disabilities.  Individuals requesting reasonable 
accommodations or further information may call, write, or email Risk Management at 509.625.6221, 808 W. 
Spokane Falls Blvd, Spokane, WA, 99201; or mlowmaster@spokanecity.org. Persons who are deaf or hard of 
hearing may contact Risk Management through the Washington Relay Service at 7-1-1. Please contact us forty-
eight (48) hours before the meeting date.    
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Fairmount Memorial Parcel Narrative 

 

The Fairmount Memorial Parcels (26341.0019 and 26341.0007) are two isolated parcels located on the 

bluff above and to the south of the Northwest Terrace development. The parcels are located to the west 

and north of the Dwight Merkel Sports Complex. There is a recorded 2019 access easement through the 

properties to the south. These parcels have remained undeveloped and are currently covered with trees 

shrubs and grasses. There are multiple native or social trails throughout the properties that connect the 

sport complex trail to the Riverside State Park Trail system and the surrounding residential 

neighborhoods.  

 

With the recent removal of Joe Albi Stadium to the south of the two parcels. The area is being reimagined 

and the parcels are being considered to be sold as they are no longer needed by Fairmount Memorial 

Cemetery. However, the two parcels are land locked with no means of public access, other than through 

the existing easement.   

 

This proposal requests that the associated parties contribute the following: 

 

Fairmont Memorial Association: 

1. Dedicate trail easements through the two parcels to maintain access, prior to sale of parcels to 

future developer. This ensures that the easements would be honored in the future and access 

maintained.  

 

It is proposed that a developer of the two properties: 

2. Construct Hartly Road from Wellesley Avenue Past the Pauline Flett Middle School, along the 

western boundary of the City Parcel, through the Parks property west of the BMX track and into 

the Southern parcel  

3. Construct Sansom Road from the end of Sansom Road (Formerly Access Road) to Royal Street 

Alignment 

4. Construct Royal Street from Sansom Road to the Southern Parcel 

5. Relocate the existing soccer field south of Sansom Alignment 

6. Provide an additional soccer field south of Sansom Alignment  

7. Extend the exiting parking lot to Royal Street  

8. Create a new parking lot to the west of Royal Street that will serve the BMX Bike Track and the 

two proposed soccer fields south of Sansom 

 

City of Spokane Parks Department: 

9. Dedicate right of way over the access easement and existing access drive aisle along the Sansom 

Alignment, thus, transferring maintenance to the City Street Department.  

10. Dedicate right of way along access easement Royal Street alignment through the existing Soccer 

Field (Soccer Field to remain in place until replacement field south of Sansom Avenue is 

completed) 

11. Dedicate right of way along the access easement, Hartly Street alignment, West of the BMX 

Track, 

 

City of Spokane (School District 81): 

12. Dedicate right-of-way over the access easement, Hartley Alignment 

 



Fairmount Parcels
Spokane Parks & Recreation

May 1, 2024

WCE 23-3574
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Process to Date

• 2021 – APPROVED LETTER OF INTENT WITH FAIRMONT

• 2021-2023 – FAIRMONT & CITY EVALUATED CONCEPTS FOR IMPROVEMENT @ MERKEL 
   & TRAIL EASEMENT NEAR LATAH CREEK.  INCLUDED NEIGHBOR INPUT.

• 2023 – FAIRMONT ENTERS AGREEMENT WITH DEVELOPER (NAI BLACK)

• 2024 (TODAY) – DEVELOPER PROPOSING IMPROVEMENTS TO MEET INTENT OF L.O.I.



LOI Summary

• PARKS / CITY
• Allow Merkel access road to be developed into Public street
• Allow development of new road to development through grass soccer field.

• FAIRMONT / DEVELOPER
• Construct new public street adjacent Merkel
• Construct (2) new soccer fields on former Joe Albi site to replace & enhance field 

space impacted by new road.
• Add improved parking for BMX track & new fields
• Dedicate new trail easements through proposed development to ensure public trail 

access to Riverside State Park



Vicinity

Site
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Impact of proposal

• PARKS / CITY
• Net increase of public soccer fields by (1) at no cost to parks.

• (2) new fields will be separated from rest of merkel by new public road.

• Expands public parking for existing BMX & new fields.
• Secures public trail easements through private property to Riverside State Park.

• Eliminates requirement for Parks to maintain the ‘Merkel Access Drive’.

• FAIRMONT / DEVELOPER
• Permitted access  to develop +/-40 acres of private land for new residences 

adjacent Dwight Merkel Sports Complex



Questions?
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6/30/2021

President - CEO

David Ittner

_________________________

Approved as to form:

Assistant City Attorney

Director, Parks and Recreation

July 06,

Garrett Jones

7/6/2021

Acting City Clerk

Attest:

_________________________
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NORTH

SPOKANE RIVERIron Bridge Site

SPVV03
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